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Summit Lake Clean-Up Coming Soon!
by Genevieve Bohnak, Community Outreach Manager, Keep Akron Beautiful

Keep Akron Beautiful will be hosting Clean Up Akron Month this April 2022, as part of The Keep 
America Beautiful Great American Cleanup.  Just like in the past, residents can sign up for supplies 
through Keep Akron Beautiful to do their own clean up in their neighborhood, park, green space, 
school campus, or business area.  Keep Akron Beautiful will also be hosting two community cleanups 
at Summit Lake and in North Hill.  The North Hill cleanup will be on Saturday April 9th, from 9:00 am 
to 12:00 noon, and the Summit Lake cleanup will be Saturday April 23rd, from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon.  
Registration for both will be open on March 1st.

Kenmore’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt Back April 9th?

For more information on the clean-up or to volunteer please contact Keep Akron Beautiful at 330-375-2116 
or on their website at www.keepakronbeautiful.org/clean-up-akron-month.  We hope to see our past 
volunteers as well as many new faces!

Keep America Beautiful Inc established the 
Great American Cleanup as its national effort for 
involving American citizens in environmental 
stewardship from March through May.  With an 
anticipated amount of 4 million volunteers helping, 
the Great American Cleanup will return hundreds 
of millions in measurable benefits across more than 
20,000 participating communities.  Keep Akron 
Beautiful, the local affi  liate of the national nonprofi t, 
strives to empower individuals in our community 
through volunteer participation by collecting 
litter and creating a more livable community during 
Clean Up Akron Month, now in its 39th year.Wading Right In to the Cleanup at Summit Lake

The pandemic has not been kind to Kenmore’s Annual Easter Craft & Egg Hunt.  Both the 2020 and the 
2021 events were cancelled, but this year for 2022 it looks like we may have at least a partial event, if not 
the entire fun morning!

The Annual Kenmore Easter Craft & Egg Hunt may be held on Saturday April 9th this year.  Barring any 
unforeseen circumstances, the Egg Hunt will be held (location to be announced later) at 11:00 am.  And if 
possible, the Easter Craft event will be held at the Kenmore Community Center, 880 Kenmore Boulevard, 
starting at 9:00 am.

All plans should be finalized by the beginning of April, and a flyer promoting all parts of the Easter Event 
will be distributed at our Kenmore Elementary Schools the week before Saturday April 9th.
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Freedom Tax Service Has a New Name and New Home
Earlier this year Freedom Tax Service moved to the old McCutcheon building near 
Kenmore Komics & Games.  However, this former move was only temporary.  
Owner Jeffrey Vujevich is excited to announce the business has moved to its new 
location at 988 Kenmore Boulevard between The Nite Owl and Stone’s Kenmore 
Mattress & Furniture.  “This gives us a great building that is well suited for our 
growing business,” Jeffrey said, “a business that now includes even more insurance 
and financial planning resources than ever.”

Jeffrey is also eager to announce that Freedom Tax Service has combined with and 
changed their name to Tax Prep Medina Inc, a company he co-founded in 2021 in 
Brunswick, Ohio.  He is also a licensed insurance agent off ering Medicare supplements 
and Medicare Advantage plans through UnitedHealthcare.  Tax Prep Medina not 
only offers personal and business tax preparation, but payroll services, bookkeeping, 
and accounting.  They also specialize in serving small to medium sized businesses   
in addition to musicians, artists, and other independent contractors. 

“Taxes impact everything we do, so it makes sense to plan your finances from a tax 
perspective.”  We now have more financial professionals to serve our client’s tax 
planning, financial, and other needs.  With higher taxes returning in 2026 due to the 
2017 tax cuts ending, it is important for everyone to know how taxes will impact 
their incomes both while they are working and as they retire.

Will you be in a higher tax bracket when you retire?  Tax Prep Medina can help you 
answer that question and any other that you may have.  Call them at 330-753-5000 
or visit them at 988 Kenmore Boulevard Monday through Friday.  You can also find 
them online at www.taxprepmedina.com.

Akron Barberton
Veterinary Clinic

330-753-4114
1111 Wooster Road North

Barberton
Call to Schedule       Aff ordable
an Appointment           Pet Care

Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 4:30 pm

www.abvetclinic.com

Orrville * Seville * Wadsworth
 Akron * Barberton * Canal Fulton

Jackson * Medina

Nikki’s
Styling Salon

2411 East Avenue
330-848-1133

Hair - Nails - Waxing - Eyelash Extensions
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$30 OFF
COMPLETE

INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR DETAIL

Our 25 Step
Process Ensures
a Quality Detail!
with coupon, expires 4-31-22

Monday-Friday
8 am to 5 pm

and by
Appointment

2256 Manchester Road
330-620-9631

Cars are $130 with this ad.
Trucks & SUV’s are $150 with this ad.

Vans are $170 with this ad.
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!
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The Nite Owl Arrives on Kenmore Boulevard
by Charlee Harris

Kenmore Boulevard is quickly becoming Akron’s hotspot for fun and safe nightlife.  
The Nite Owl Restaurant located at 992 Kenmore Boulevard is a major contributor 
to this new fun scene.

Owner Sharness Dowdy is a devoted mother and passionate entrepreneur.  The Nite 
Owl was located in Barberton before moving to the Kenmore location in September 
of last year.  September also marked The Nite Owl’s two year anniversary of being 
in operation, a milestone Sharness is truly proud of.  “I wanted to quit so many times 
but I am a Capricorn, a true GOAT reaching the top of every mountain I encounter”, 
Sharness wrote in a recent Facebook post.

The Nite Owl boasts a truly diverse menu with soul food classics such as shrimp and 
grits but also has Italian staples like Alfredo.  The menu has a pleasant rotation, with 
new exciting dishes being added and seasonal favorites being retired until next year.  
The Nite Owl’s menu offers great lunch and dinner options with affordable price 
points.  The Nite Owl really lives up to its name, with menu options available until 
12:00 am on weekdays and 2:00 am on weekends.

With a Google rating of 4.9, it’s no wonder why The Nite Owl is quickly becoming 
Kenmore’s go-to eatery.  So if you are on The Boulevard patronizing one of the many 
local businesses, be sure to give The Nite Owl a try, they will not disappoint.

JOHNNY’S MOWING
• Mow, Trim, Clean-Up
• Mulching
• Brush / Shrub Removal
• Hedge Trimming

John Osolin Jr.
Owner / Operator  •  Established 1998

330-814-7125
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 Kenmore Chamber of Commerce
   members proudly display
     this logo in their ads!

Highland Park Block Watch News
by Greg Burke, Captain, The Highland Park Block Watch

The Highland Park Block Watch meets on the fi rst Wednesday of each month at Sam 
Salem CLC, 1222 West Waterloo Road here in Akron.  Our 6:00 pm meetings are one 
hour in length and everyone is welcome to attend.  We feature guest speakers and on 
February 2nd we welcomed Eufrancia Lash, Akron’s Deputy Director of Public Service 
and Neighborhood Assistance.  Also confi rmed is Akron’s Police Chief Stephen Mylett 
for April 6th.  Please feel free to ask any questions at the conclusion of their remarks and 
also be aware that due to the Covid situation we do require the wearing of protective 
masking.

I hope to see many of you at our meetings and my contact information is being 
provided should you have questions or concerns.  For more information, please 
contact Greg Burke at 330-730-2612 or gburke0054@gmail.com.

Coff ee & Concerts Warm The Rialto Theatre’s New Living Room
by Corey Jenkins, Promoter & Experience Manager, Kenmore Neighborhood Alliance

If you’ve visited The Rialto Theatre during the last several months, you’ve likely 
been treated to some exciting new offerings: hot coffee, tea and baked goods, plus 
free acoustic concerts courtesy of The Rialto Living Room.

The Living Room is an intimate performance venue with a stage accommodating 
solo and duo performers.  The bar doubles as a coffee shop operated by SRINA 
Tea House & Café.  Every Tuesday through Saturday from 7:30 am to 2:00 pm, 
SRINA serves up organic coffee, tea and pastries made in Kenmore by Summit 
Croissants’ Sally Ohle.

The welcoming space has already earned its share of regulars, including Joseph 
Baker, a freelance graphic designer and the frontman of the local band Akronauts.  
“I work at coffee shops exclusively when I’m not on location with a client,” Baker 
said.  “I get tired of going to the same cafe over and over again and The Rialto 
Living Room is a fresh, cozy, relaxing spot to work.”

3 3 0 - 8 4 8 - 1 0 3 6
2 7 7 0  C o r y  A v e n u e
A k r o n ,  O H   4 4 3 1 4

www.reevescakeshop.com

FEBRUARY SPECIAL

7” Heart
White/Straw

Chocolate Icing
Only $11.00

MARCH SPECIAL

7”
Black

Forest Cake
Only $11.00

One Day Notice Please
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Apartments For Rent
Zumpano Construction

Offi  ce at 2460 Manchester Road
330 - 753 - 2412

New Homes & Commercial Buildings
www.zumpanocustomhomes.com
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The Living Room hosts free midday acoustic 
concerts Fridays 11:00 am to 2:00 pm, which 
feature regional performers like Ben Gage and 
Chrissy Strong.  Rialto owners Seth & Nate Vaill 
say they will expand to free early-evening 
performances Wednesday through Saturday.

“The Living Room is a place where you can meet 
a friend after work, chat over a drink and hang 
around for some quality live music,” Seth said.  
“It’s a way to keep our doors open to the 
community more often.”
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Dozen Artists Rocked Rialto at First Kenmore Winter Break Music Festival
by Corey Jenkins, Promoter & Experience Manager, Kenmore Neighborhood Alliance

 Starting a new business in the Kenmore/Ward 9 area?
We want to do an article about you (and it’s FREE!).

Please contact John at 330-745-5530 for more information.
Struthers, Ohio born Candace Campana performing on 
The Rialto Theatre stage during Kenmore Winter Break

Hundreds of music lovers flocked to Kenmore 
Boulevard December 17th & 18th for some of the 
region’s finest musicians during The Rialto Theatre’s 
first-ever Kenmore Winter Break Music Festival.

The event hosted to a variety of well-known bands 
like Big Pop, JD Eicher, A Band Named Ashes, 
Cincinnati’s The Heavy Hours, Detention, and 
Youngstown up-and-comer Candace Campana.  
Acoustic acts Brian Lisik, Jeff Klemm, Chrissy 
Strong, Madison Cummins, Jim Ballard, and Barry 
Carroll graced the brand new Rialto Living Room 
stage, and Vince “DJ Vinnie G” Giles kept concert 
goers dancing until closing time.

“We wanted to do something special, and bring a 
lot of our favorite artists together for a new kind of 
music festival,” Rialto Theatre co-owner Seth Vaill 
explained.  “By December, people are really starting 
to miss summer festivals, and many are home for the 
holidays, looking for something fun and diff erent to do.”

Kenmore’s own Jim Ballard kicked 
off  night two of Kenmore Winter 
Break in the Rialto Living Room

Youngstown Native JD 
Eicher headlined night one 
of Kenmore Winter Break

Akron Supergroup Big Pop delivered an energetic 
headlining performance to a sold out crowd during 

night two of Kenmore Winter Break

The event was organized and presented by The Rialto Theatre and 
The Summit FM along with sponsors EarthQuaker Devices, SIT 
Strings, The Guitar Department and Lay’s Guitar Shop.  It was such 
a success, The Rialto Theatre and The Summit are planning other 
festivals throughout 2022, including Kenmore Spring Break Music 
Festival to be held April 1st & 2nd.

“The ice and snow will be melting, and people will have a good case 
of cabin fever,” Vaill said.  “They’ll be ready to get out and see some 
shows, and we’re going to give them two great nights of music.”

The Kenmore Spring Break lineup is currently in the works.  
For updates and t icket information, stay tuned to www.
therialtotheatre.com and follow @therialtotheatre on Instagram 
and Facebook.

**All photos by Jason Chamberlain
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Highlights Inside This Issue

We Need Your Help!  Help us tell about the good things happening in Kenmore!
Please send us your articles and news about your Kenmore neighborhood,

organization, or business.  See below for submission guidelines.  Deadlines listed above.

Additional Copies of the  
Kenmore Connection can be 
found (while supplies last)
at the following locations---

Carnegie Pantry
986 Carnegie Avenue

Kenmore Branch Library
2200 14th Street SW

Kenmore Community Center
880 Kenmore Boulevard

Lukity’s Country Inn
2697 Manchester Road

Regina’s Pizza
2160 East Avenue

Showcase Meats
2355 Manchester Road

Subway - Kenmore
1033 Kenmore Boulevard

General Submission Guidelines and Disclaimer
ADVERTISEMENTS:  All ads are subject to approval by the board, which reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to refuse to print any advertising for any reason            
whatsoever.  Any information provided in any advertisements represents the opinion of the advertiser and does not necessarily represents the position or opinion of this organization 
or any of its members.  None of the offi  cers, board members, or newspaper writers provide endorsement for any products advertised herein.  Although previous advertisers may be 
contacted for repeat or new ads, it is the ultimate responsibility of any previous or new advertiser to contact the Kenmore Connection Advertising Coordinator to submit advertisements.

ANNOUNCMENTS:  All free announcements are subject to space availability and acceptance by the Kenmore Connection Committee.  All artwork must be submitted in 
.TIF format and must not exceed one quarter page.  Copy format announcements must be in Word document or .RTF (rich text format).

ARTICLES:  The Kenmore Connection will only accept what the editorial board considers to be “good news” about the Kenmore Community.  The editorial board, in its 
sole discretion, reserves the right to refuse submission of any article, advertisement, or announcement for any reason whatsoever.  Any information provided in any article, 
press release, or announcement represents the opinion of the submitter, and does not necessarily represent the position or opinion of this organization or any of  its members.

ARTWORK & PHOTOS:  All artwork must be submitted in .TIF format and all copy in Word or .RTF (rich text format), we cannot accept articles that are in all CAPS.  
Photos may be sent via disk or e-mail and in .TIF format.  If photos are mailed or dropped off  they will not be returned withour a self addressed and stamped envelope.

All submissions should be accompanied by full contact information including organization, contact person, e-mail address, and phone number.

Submit information to:          John Buntin Jr at Kenmore Komics & Games                Mail to:  Kenmore Connection
           1020 Kenmore Boulevard                               C/O Kenmore Chamber of Commerce
           Telephone:  330-745-5530                                   P. O. Box 15171
           e-mail:  john@kenmore-komics.com                               Akron, Ohio  44314

Kenmore Connection Staff 
Publisher            Kenmore Chamber of Commerce
            P.O. Box 15171
            Akron, Ohio  44314

Committee Chair,           Telephone:  330-745-5229
   Julie Ann Sweet          E-Mail:  jaesweet@aol.com

Advertising Coordinator,  Telelephone:  330-745-5530
   John Buntin Jr   E-Mail:  john@kenmore-komics.com

Ad Design,    
   Richard Wiltrout          E-Mail:  rick@kenmore-komics.com

Staff  Writer,    
   Charlee Harris         E-Mail:  charleedeniseh4@gmail.com

Committee Member:       David E. Culbertson
            E-Mail:  culbertsonlaw@neo.rr.com

Submissions Deadline for Articles
and Advertisements in the next 

Kenmore Connection is April 29th, 2022

Delivery will be the week of May 21st, 2022
Delivery date is subject to change without notice

Problems with Delivery?  Please call 330-745-5530
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Councilman’s Corner
Meet the Chief, March 1st

MARCH WARD MEETING - On Tuesday, March 1st we will 
have an opportunity to meet Chief Stephen Mylett, our new 
Akron Police Chief.  The meeting will be at 7:00 pm at the 
Kenmore Community Center, 880 Kenmore Boulevard.  Coffee 
will be provided.  One of our topics will be gun violence.

ARPA - As a result of the financial devastation that COVID has 
had on cities across the country, the federal government has created 
the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).  In Akron the major issues 
that will be addressed with these dollars are housing, public utilities, 
small business assistance, violence prevention, IT broadband, and 
parks and public spaces.  The city is developing and fi elding specifi c 
plans to fall within those six buckets.  All ARPA funds must be 
allocated by the end of 2024 and spent by the end of 2026.  Two 
public sessions have already been held informing citizens as to 
how the $145 million dollars will affect Akron over the coming 
years.  If you were not able to attend these virtual meetings, they 
can be seen on Akron City Council’s YouTube channel.

SNOW - At this time we have already had 3 significant snow 
events.  Please remember that all City snow plows have predetermined 
routes that they must follow.  Main arteries and feeder streets 
will always receive attention before residential streets.  Requests 
for service to our 3-1-1 line can be used to report your particular 
street.  Please know however that 3-1-1 calls will not divert 
snowplows from their assigned routes.

Ward 9
Councilman’s Meetings

Councilman Freeman holds a public meeting
on the fi rst Tuesday of every month at the

Kenmore Community Center, starting at 7:00 pm.
Please join him at 880 Kenmore Boulevard
to discuss your community and your city!

The next meeting is March 1st.

As always, thank you for allowing me to serve 
the Ninth Ward.

Councilman Mike Freeman
Ward9@akronohio.gov
330-283-7582

2160 East Avenue
330-753-7797

www.ReginasPizza.com

Any Large
SPECIALTY PIZZA

$14.99
REGINA’S PIZZA, KENMORE.   One per visit please.   Not valid with any other off er.  

Must present this coupon at the time of purchase.   Good through 3-31-2022_.

Hawaiian Style
Veggie Lovers
BBQ Chicken
Meat Lovers

or
Deluxe Pizza

ONE FOR

$9.00

Large
One Topping

Pizza

REGINA’S PIZZA, KENMORE.   One per visit please.
Not valid with any other off er.  

Must present this coupon at the time of purchase.
Good through 3-31-2022.
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Community Residents at a
Recent Ward 9 Councilman’s Meeting
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New Beginnings Boutique and ThriftNew Beginnings Boutique and Thrift
932 Kenmore Boulevard          234-678-8238932 Kenmore Boulevard          234-678-8238

Monday to Friday
11 am to 5 pm

Saturday  10 am to 2 pm

We sell gentle used clothing, housewares and electronics as an ongoing
 fundraiser for Akron Say No to Dope INC to provide placement in

detox, treatment & sober living to those who wish to turn from addiction.
Our Goal is to see lives changed!

50% OFF
All In-Store

Clothing
(Must present coupon) Donations Accepted Daily!
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FREEDOM TAX SERVICE
Has MOVED To

988 Kenmore Boulevard

And We Changed Our Name To

Tax Prep Medina
 

We Prepare Personal & Business Taxes and
Provide Tax Planning & Accounting Services

Call us at 330-753-5000

TAX PREP MEDINA
WWW.TAXPREPMEDINA.COM
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1154 Kenmore Boulevard         330-753-7721

Preneed    *    Traditional Funerals    *    Cremation    *    Celebrations of Life

Family Owned &
Operated Since 1914

Remember when the “discount” funeral homes compared their prices to all the area funeral homes?

The comparison list has shrunk and the “discount” prices have grown.

FACT: Prentice Funeral Home is not on the list.

SECRET: We are as affordable or more affordable than the so called “discount” funeral homes.

We invite you to compare for yourself!

From Our Family To Your Family, Offering the Best Value to All!

KE
NMORE    CONNECTIO

N

S U P P O R T E R

2 3



Kenmore ConnectionVolume 23  Issue 1 Page  8



Kenmore ConnectionVolume 23 Issue 1 Page  9



Kenmore ConnectionVolume 23  Issue 1 Page  10

Friends of Chestnut Ridge News
by Tabitha Mishler, Executive Director

of the Friends of Chestnut Ridge

Greetings from the Friends of Chestnut Ridge Park!  While the 
last couple years have been a time of trials and tribulations, we are 
looking forward to a fun, safe, and interactive future for one of our 
favorite community parks.

In the past, the FOCRP along with the Akron Parks Collaborative 
have helped to facilitate events such as Shakespeare in the Park, 
Many Voices, One Akron, a movie at the amphitheater, as well as 
park clean ups, a paved walking path, new addition to the playground, 
and the installation of a frisbee golf course.  We are hoping to recreate 
some past events as well as adding in some new ones.

And we need your help!  In the spring time we will be hosting meetings in 
an effort to generate ideas for programming that Kenmore residents 
would like to see happen at the park.  Our Facebook Page will 
be updated as to when and where this meeting will take place.  
Residents may also email chestnutridge@akronparks.org to be on 
our mailing list.  We encourage you to bring your thinking caps and 
energy to help us create the 2022 season for Chestnut Ridge.

As a reminder, the Friends of Chestnut Ridge Park are dedicated 
to engaging the Kenmore community around Chestnut Ridge Park 
through play and cultural events.  We’ve received concerns from 
citizens through our Facebook Page.  While this page serves as a 
way for the FOCRP to advertise events and interact with patrons, 
it is not responsible for maintenance, regulating the use of the 
shelter or parking lot, nor reporting of any issues.

*  Shelter rentals are done through the Recreation and Parks 
Administrative Offi  ce at 330-375-2804 or Recreation@akronohio.gov.  
The fee for this location is $50.00 (rental is shelter only).
*  Concerns about trash/port-a-potties need to be reported to 
Akron’s 3-1-1 system.  From a landline, dial 3-1-1, from a cell 
phone dial 330-375-2311, or you may submit a complaint online 
through https://311.akronohio.gov/csrsite/csr/eula.
*  Councilman Mike Freeman can be reached at 330-283-7582     
or ward9@akronohio.gov.
*  Kenneth P. Littlejohn is the Community Center Safety Liaison 
and has a team that visits the parks to check for cleanliness 
and safety.  Mr. Littlejohn can be reached at 330-375-2691 or    
KPLittlejohn@akronohio.gov.
*  Concerns about illegal activities and any emergencies should be 
addressed to the Akron Police Department.  The non-emergency 
line is 330-375-2522 or 330-375-2181 or dial 9-1-1 for emergency 
situations.  Akron PD has a Neighborhood Response Team with 
four sectors.  We are considered Zone 3.  Officer Chris Seiler is 
our NRT officer.  He can be reached at 330-375-2568 or CSeiler@
akronohio.gov.

Spring Is Coming!
Call for Your 

FREE Total Car 
Inspection!

Have a Squeak, Rattle or Drip?
We’ll find your problem!

Free Diagnostics!
Free Safety Inspection • Free Brake Inspection

Owners - Bill & Lori   •  Technicians - Ray & Ron

FREE Suspension
Inspections

Toe-In
Alignment

$50.00

Kenmore
Automotive

1554 Kenmore Blvd
Akron, Ohio  44314

330-848-9343
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East Avenue Market Presents

Shop local vendors for ...
Hand-Crafted Candles

Coffee & Tea
Jewelry & Custom Creations

Body Butter & Scrubs
and Much More!

Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

2290 East Avenue
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DAVID E. CULBERTSON
Attorney At Law

2447 Manchester Road
Akron, Ohio  44314-3551

culbertsonlaw@neo.rr.com
Bus. 330-753-1151
Fax 330-745-1093

General Practice with over 50 years of Experience

Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts, Probate

Real Estate - Sale Agreements, 
Deeds and Transfer Affi  davits

Healthcare POAs and Living Wills,
POA for Finances, Personal Injury

Reasonable Fees - 30 Minute Free Consultation
Monday to Friday - 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Other Hours by Appointment Only
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• 24 HR EMERGENCY   
  SERVICE
• FREE ESTIMATES
  ON INSTALLATION

663 Flora Avenue

330-745-4822

Since 1945$20.00 OFF ANY
SERVICE CALL 
WITH THIS AD

For Normal Hour 
Service Calls Only

Must Present this
Coupon in Advance

Expires March 31, 2022
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JANIS TRANSMISSION INC.
Race & Automatic Transmissions Repair
Transmission Sealed, Adjusted & Rebuilt

Specializing in 2004R Trans for Turbo Regais
Also Turbo 400’s

1507 Kenmore Blvd.
Akron, Ohio  44314

Vince Janis - Owner
330-753-6609
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Serving the Community for 55 Years
Specializing in

Selling Homes in the
Kenmore & Barberton Area

Helen Turchin, Broker
Dennis McGlone

942 Kenmore Boulevard
Akron, Ohio  44314

330-745-9034
e-mail: rubbercityrealty@att.net
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2021 KMA Community Thanksgiving Dinner
by Dianne Darr

The Kenmore Ministerial Association (KMA) had to forgo 
its usual sit down Thanksgiving meal in the Kenmore 
Community Center on Tuesday November 23rd, and had a 
drive by/walk up/carry out meal again this year due to Covid.  
But 600 people in our community were st i l l  provided 
a wonderful meal of turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, green beans, roll and butter, as well as dessert.

This would not have been possible without the assistance of 
some very generous people.  Since Covid-19 would not allow 
us to meet and prepare this meal in the kitchen of the Kenmore 
Community Center or in individual homes, we reached out to 
local restaurants for help.  Guys Party Center came through, 
once again, by off ering us an incredible deal on the hot dinners.  
The KMA member churches all pitched in so we could 
purchase 600 complete meals.  And Sam’s Club gave us a 
$100 gift card to put towards our desserts.

Distribution of the meals was in the Goss Memorial Church 
parking lot.  The temperature was in the low 20s by the end of 
the evening, so those who directed traffic or passed out dinners 
all night had to be warmed by layers of clothing and the 
gratitude of those who came for a meal.

As the sun went down, bringing even colder temperatures 
and darkness, we lost our foot traffic.  But we still had about 
50 meals left.  So Kevin Burkholder, pastor at Goss Church, 
loaded up a box of meals and walked out to the bus stop on 
Kenmore Boulevard.  And Jen, from his congregation, loaded 
up some meals in her van and drove to the Circle K and the 
Dollar Store to catch people as they left who could use a meal.  
All 600 meals were given out.

Our free dinner from the KMA churches is always the Tuesday 
before Thanksgiving.  So mark your calendars and plan on 
enjoying a great meal next November!
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Akron Promise’s First Cohort Graduates from Stark State
by Jeanne-Hélène Roy, Executive Director, Akron Promise

When Stark State College’s Fall semester graduation ceremony was cancelled 
due to elevated Covid numbers, associate’s degree earners Kenny Aronson 
and Mi-LyehPoin did not despair; Akron Promise had a plan for them.  
With intense pride and admiration, the nonprofit’s founders Tom and Dee 
Ghinder, along with executive director Jeanne-Hélène (Néna) Roy, 
ushered the Stark grads down the proverbial aisle on January 9th, 
transforming the inviting café area adjacent to its office space at the 
Bounce Innovation Hub into a makeshift auditorium and party space.  
To commemorate their noteworthy achievements, the beaming Akron 
Promise-Stark State Scholarship students and their families tasted champagne 
and sampled local fare prior to donning their caps to star in a photo shoot.

“I’m ready to be done with this day.” – Kenny Aronson

For Aronson and Poin—both the first college graduates in their respective 
families—the pathway to pursuing their dreams has been neither straight-
forward nor simple.

A na t ive  Akroni te ,  Aronson was  forced  to  assume many adul t 
responsibilities at a young age due to his mother’s severe medical condition.  
His household’s lack of reliable transportation culminated in hours-long 
bus rides to and from Stark’s downtown and North Canton campuses to 
attend classes.  When Covid hit, Aronson’s world turned upside-down and 
he had to drop out for a semester.  Thanks to his pure grit and perseverance 
- as well as a ride-share program rolled out by Akron Promise - Aronson 
followed through in earning a culinary degree despite the ongoing 
exhaustion he experienced working late nights, attending to his mother, 
and completing assignments before waking up early to get to class on 
time.  He expressed his desire that the day’s tasks be over with so many 
times to Roy on mornings she fetched him to drive North Canton that 
the above-cited phrase became a laugh-out-loud joke between the two.  
Aronson was recently promoted in his current chef role and aspires to 
open his own restaurant after garnering management experience. 

“I was so scared throughout the journey (from Myanmar to Malaysia) 
because I had to live in the jungle for three days…then I had to cross 
a river at midnight without light.” – Mi-LyehPoin

Poin’s journey to achievement is first a literal one spanning the distance 
traversed from her native Myanmar to a refugee camp in Malaysia to Akron.  
Given her family’s daily struggle to procure food and lodging in her early 
years, the notion of her pursuing any education - let alone college studies 
- wasn’t on the horizon.  And yet, through diligence and determination, 
Poin, who knew no English when she began as a sophomore at Kenmore 
Garfield, graduated seventh in her class before starting her Stark degree 
in Early Childhood Education.  Resolute to make a difference in young 
children’s lives, Poin now attends the University of Akron, where she 
studies Child and Family Development.  Upon completing her bachelor’s 
degree, she hopes to earn a master’s.

Akron Promise is grateful to have been afforded the 
opportunity to steward Aronson and Poin in their pursuit 
of leading fulfilling adult lives.  Together as a community, 
we can all contribute towards ensuring that our city’s youth 
flourish; together, we can make Akron shine!

For more information on Akron Promise, see:
https://www.facebook.com/AkronPromise
http://www.AkronPromise.Org

or contact:
Dr. Jeanne-Hélène Roy, Executive Director
nena@akronpromise.org or 330-715-5598

Do you have a reunion, fundraiser,
or event to promote in Kenmore?

Please contact John at 330-745-5530
for information on how to get
your event in the next issue!
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       Kenmore Community Center Adult Activities
         880 Kenmore Boulevard        330-375-2812
 Please call the Center for questions and reservations!

9th Ward
Councilman’s Meeting
First Tuesday of the month

7:00 pm

Salvation Army Meals
Mondays thru Fridays
11:30 am to 12:30 pm

Meditative Coloring
Wednesdays 12:30 pm

FREE Coloring,
Coffee & Conversation.

Materials provided.

One Mile Walk
Mondays thru Fridays

Starting at 9:00 am

Chair Yoga
Mondays at 9:30 am
Fridays at 9:30 am

Fitness pass required.

Floor Yoga
Tuesdays & Thursdays

5:00 pm
Fitness pass required.

Video Exercise
Mondays thru Thursdays

9:30 am

Zumba
Wednesdays at 5:00 pm
Fitness pass required.

Crochet Club
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm

Penny Bingo
Tuesdays at 12:30 pm 
Only a penny a card!

Bring a snack to share.
Everyone welcome!

Card Playing
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday

10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Euchre
(Tournament Style)

Wednesdays at 12:00 noon

Billiard’s Table
Call 330-753-4771
to Reserve a Table

Popcorn & Movie
Fridays at 12:00 noon

50 cents per bag of popcorn.

Attention Kenmore Business Owners
Looking for ways to save money on---

Health Insurance
Energy Program Costs

Workers’ Compensation
Managed Care Organization Services

Credit Card Services
Payroll Processing Services
Shipping & Freight Costs

Digital Marketing Services
and many other business expenses?

Please consider joining the Kenmore Chamber 
of Commerce and take advantage of the many 

benefit programs we offer to our members!

For more information,
please contact John Buntin Jr at 330-304-9598
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HAVE A JOB?
BAD CREDIT?
BANKRUPTCY?
DIVORCED?
REPOSSESION?
NO CREDIT?

YOU’RE
APPROVED!

C h e c k  o u t  o u r  i n v e n t o r y  o n l i n e  t o d a y  a t  w w w. a u t o c e n t r a l c a r s . c o m

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor service.
But I’m also here with surprisingly great rates for 
everyone.  Call me for a quote to see how much

you can save.  You might be surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer.  All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Get great service
& great rates.
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High Quality Used Tires
215-60-R16   215-55-R17   225-60-R16   265-70-R17

New Tires - All Brands
Special New Tire Deals

So Fresh
Used Auto Sales

2290 East Avenue
330-784-4175

Brake Service
$75 per Axle plus Parts & Tax

Aff ordable Used Cars - New & Used Tires
Family Owned & Operated!

** Now Hiring, Please Call for Appointment **

Open Monday, Wednesday & Friday Only  10:00 - 5:00
   Find us on Facebook at So-Fresh-Used-Auto-Sales
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Houston Hall
3069  Hous ton  Road ,  Nor ton

For that Special Occasion!
Seats up to 180 - Patio Seats 50 More

Houston Pub
at Houston Hall

Check Out Our New Outdoor Patio!
Now Open for Lunch at 11 am!
3069 Houston Road • Norton

off  Rt 261 - halfway between Cleveland-Massillon Road & Barber Road

330-697-6971
Sandwiches from Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives!

For more information contact Charlie Shook at 330-697-6971

Dinner Specials
Tuesday - Pork Chops                 $7.99
Thursday - Two Meat Buff et     $11.00
Buff et includes Fried Chicken plus one 
other meat, Various Sides & Dessert!
Friday - Fried Flounder             $9.99
Saturday - 8oz Rib Strip         $12.99
                - Pork Chop               $7.99

Closed Sunday & Monday  

Tuesday Special
$200 - Hamburger

$250 - Cheeseburger
$200 - Taco or 3 for $5

Open Tuesday to Saturday -- 11 am to ??

Thursday Special
$200 - Hotdog

Open Mic
1st,  2nd, 3rd Wednesdays

Starts at 7:00 pm

Wednesday Special
$750 - Gyro with Fries

$250 - ¼ lb Hotdog
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After a several years absence, the Kenmore Community Church of the Nazarene will again have their “All You Can Eat Spaghetti Dinner” 
fundraiser.  This event is scheduled for Saturday April 2nd, at the Church on 2025 12th Street SW, from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  Tickets will be 
pre-sale, and cost is $10 each for adults, $5 each for children, and free to children 4 and under with an adult.

This year’s menu will include Spaghetti, Meatballs, Antipasto Salad, a Hot Vegetable, Garlic Bread, Desert and a Beverage.  Carryout & 
takeout is also available.  There will also be an assortment of Raffl  e Baskets, with all proceeds going to the Kids Camp Fund.

For more information, or to purchase tickets, please contact the Kenmore Community Church of the Nazarene at 330-745-7720, kenmore-
nazarene@gmail.com, or richardsmeltz@gmail.com

Kenmore Nazarene Spaghetti Dinner Returns
by Richard J. Smeltz

Men’s Breakfast Club
Celebrates Milestone

Birthday
by Alice Incorvia, Supervisor,
Kenmore Community Center

The “guys”, as they are affectionately called, 
from Men’s Breakfast at Kenmore Community 
Center recently gathered at the home of Bob & 
Nancy Wilkey to celebrate Frank Witzl’s 100th 
birthday.  Seated in the photo to the right is 
Frank.  Standing left to right are Bob Wilkey, 
Rodger Bendel, John Miller, Miles Delevic, 
Bob Koger and Ralph Ewing.

Photo courtesy of Rodger Bendel.

When shopping in Kenmore,
please thank our advertisers for

supporting the Kenmore Connection!
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Kenmore Historical Society News
by Jan Williams

The first Lawndale School is still standing, barely, on Wilbeth Road.  It was named after 
the Lawndale Allotment, one of our neighborhoods when we were part of the Coventry 
Township District.  It served kindergartners through 8th graders.

In 1912 a four-room brick school was built on 25th Street in the Village of Kenmore.  
Due to increases in enrollments, additions were added in 1916, 1922, and 1982. 
            
A 100 year anniversary celebration took place on October 13th, 2012.  The program included 
various speakers, student performances, displays, tours, crafts, and a DVD slide show.

The Akron School Board decided to close the school in 2016 due to a decline in enrollment, 
and the students were transferred to Sam Salem Community Learning Center. 

The original Lawndale School
on Wilbeth Road

On January 10th, a three-alarm fi re
destroyed the building

 Lawndale School
as it Appeared in 1912

Wooden Cat’s Meow miniature available
from Kenmore Historical Society for $13.

Check our website at www.kenmorehistorical.org

Our next meeting will be held at the Kenmore Library 
at 6:30 on Monday February 28th.

Our 2022 historic calendars celebrating our
100th anniversary of becoming a city will be 

available at the meeting for a donation of $10.
T-shirts and collectibles can also be purchased.

Lawndale Cougars Alma Mater

Sing to the tune of
“There Are Flags in Many Lands”

Our Lawndale pride is shining through
As we work and as we play.

We are working hard to learn our skills
In each and every way.

We will build for the future at Lawndale School
And follow all the rules.

Our tradition is to do our best
Elementary At Lawndale School.

  

FOUNDED IN 2001

www.kenmorehistorical .org
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Cuyahoga Falls: 
714 Graham Road

Cuyahoga Falls, OH  44221

Kenmore: 
988 Kenmore Boulevard
Akron, OH  44314

2355 Manchester Road, Akron 44314     330-753-4219     Open 7 Days 11am - 7pm2355 Manchester Road, Akron 44314     330-753-4219     Open 7 Days 11am - 7pm

Now Off ering Delivery Thru Grubhub & DoorDash    www.showcasemeat.comNow Off ering Delivery Thru Grubhub & DoorDash    www.showcasemeat.com

with this coupon - expires 3 - 31- 22

16 pieces 16 pieces 
Chicken & JojosChicken & Jojos

  

$$22220000

We Pride Ourselves on Excellent Customer Service!We Pride Ourselves on Excellent Customer Service!

 .Kenmore Pride 

    Ground ChuckGround Chuck    
$4.49 a pound for$4.49 a pound for
5 pounds or more!5 pounds or more!

(bulk only)(bulk only)

    Now ExceptingNow Excepting    
EBT Card forEBT Card for

Cold FoodCold Food
Purchases OnlyPurchases OnlyKE
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N
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Schlup Pucak Funeral Home
The Home of Sincerity in Service since 1942

We Off er Pre-Planning, Traditional, Cremation, Personalized and Celebration of Life Services,
Pet Cremations, and Summit County’s only Motorcycle Hearse.

Visit our website: schluppucakfh.com, call us at 330-745-3131, or come see us at 788 Kenmore Blvd.
When Pre-Planning mention you saw this in the Kenmore Connection for 10% off  Merchandise.

Don E. Pucak, Owner        Charles L. Wilson

Are you or a family member struggling over the loss
of a loved one?  If so, we invite you to attend our 

Grief Support Group every Third Thursday of the 
month, hosted by Homestead Hospice, from 10 am to 
11 am right here at the Funeral Home.  This is open

to anyone, not just the families we have served.  
Coff ee and donuts will be provided.  Masks required 

and proper social distancing will be observed.
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Allenside
Presbyterian Church

410 Rexford Street
330-753-6405

Find us on FaceBook @ allenside presbyterian church
Pastor Francie Fischer

Hours of Service
1st & 3rd Sundays - Allenside Church Building

All services broadcast via Zoom
See Facebook for Zoom Link and Worship Times
Church Office Open Mondays and Wednesdays

9:00 am to 12:00 noon
Community Services Offered

“Mad Hatters” Knitting Group meets at the church 
Wednesdays 1:00 to 3:00 pm

Join us to knit hats and make blankets for those in need
Donations of yarn and fl eece gratefully accepted

________________________________________________________

Community Christian Chapel
2306 18th Street SW

330-488-7855
pastordwaynecummings@gmail.com

Pastor Dwayne Cummings
Hours of Service

Sunday School  10:30 am
Sunday Worship Service  11:00 am

Bible Studies on FaceBook Live
Sunday at 6:00 pm and Wednesday at 7:00 pm

Community Services Offered
Spanish Speaking Service Provided

________________________________________________________ 

First Baptist
Church of Kenmore

2330 East Avenue
330-745-3619

church@fbcok.com
www.fbcok.com

Pastor Joe Grimaldi
Hours of Service

Sunday School  10:00 am
Sunday Morning Service  11:00 am
Sunday Afternoon Service  1:30 pm

Wednesday Evening Service  7:00 pm
Community Services Offered

Free Bus Transportation on Sunday
________________________________________________________

Goss Memorial Church
2247 11th Street SW

330-745-5038
www.gosschurch.org

Pastor Kevin Burkholder
Youth Director Caleb Nichols

Hours of Service
Sunday School 9:15 am

Sunday Morning Service  10:30 am
(also available online on the Goss Memorial Facebook page)
Please see the website for up-to-date service information
for Sunday Evening and Wednesday Programming

Hope United
Methodist Church

2650 Cory Avenue
330-753-2303

officehumc@gmail.com

Pastor John M. Tsironis

Hours of Service
Sunday Morning Service  10:30 am

________________________________________________________

Immaculate Conception
of Mary Parish

2101 17th Street SW
330-753-8429

ickenmore@yahoo.com
www.ickenmore.org

Reverend Michael B. Smith

Hours of Service
Holy Eucharist - Monday, Wednesday, Friday  5:30 pm

Holy Eucharist Saturday Vigil  5:30 pm.
Holy Eucharist Sunday at 8:30 and 11:00 am.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Saturdays  9:00 to 10:00 am.

Anointing of The Sick on last Wednesday
of each month  5:30 pm Mass.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Mondays  7:00 pm (September thru May).

Community Services Offered
Food Pantry (at Maher Hall)

Thursday afternoons 12 noon to 2 pm - 
requires referral from InfoLine (330-376-4850).

Kenmore A.A. Big Book Study
(at Hitch Hall) Thursdays  8:00 pm.

Kenmore A.A. Saturday Nite
(at Hitch Hall)  Saturdays 8:00 pm.

Kenmore Community Meal - Free take-out meal 
available the last Tuesday of the month from 5:00 
to 6:30 pm.  Pick-up in front of 2126 16th Street SW
 (partnership with Park United Methodist Church).

Kenmore Free Store at 2128 16th Street,
enter back door off 17th and Battles Avenue

(partnership with Park United Methodist Church)
Tuesdays 4:00-7:00 pm, and Saturdays 9:30 am to Noon.

Bingo (at Waldeisen Hall) Wednesdays,
 doors open at 9:30 am, games start at 11:00 am.

For questions please call 330-753-8429
between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm weekdays.

Participating member of Kenmore Ministerial Association

Kenmore Community
Church the of Nazarene

2025 12th Street SW
330-745-7720

kenmorenazarene@gmail.com
www.kenmorenaz.org

Facebook - Kenmore Community Church of the Nazarene

Pastor Gary L Kinney, Associate Pastor

Hours of Service
Sunday Morning Worship  10:00 am

Wednesday Evening Children & Youth Services
6:00 to 7:00 pm

Wednesday Evening Adult Bible Study
6:00 to 7:00 pm

Office Hours - Monday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
and Wednesday 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Community Services Offered
Please call the church office for an appointment

for our food pantry
________________________________________________________

King’s Way
Alliance Church

2500 Kingsport Way
330-848-1403

www.kwachurch.org

Pastor Eric Francisco

Hours of Service
Sunday School  9:30 am

Sunday Worship Service  10:45 am
________________________________________________________

New Life Pentecostals
of Akron

859 Witner Avenue
330-208-5441

pastorsmj@gmail.com 
www.newlifeofakron.com

Pastor Scott Johnson

Hours of Service
Sunday Worship Service  10:30 am

Wednesday Life Bible Study  7:00 pm
Follow us on Facebook for livestreaming @ New Life POA

Community Services Offered
Personal home Bible Studies upon request

Kenmore Church Directory
For corrections, changes, or new additions please call John at 330-745-5530 or john@kenmore-komics.com
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Park United Methodist Church
2308 24th Street SW

330-745-3714
parkchurch@sbcglobal.net

www.akronparkumc.org

Pastor Dave Haydu

Hours of Service
Sunday Traditional Worship  9:00 am

Children’s Church  9:00 am
Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study  1:00 pm

Wednesday Morning Bible Study   9:30 am
Wednesday Evening Worship  6:30-7:30 pm

Community Services Offered
JOBS (Jump On Board for Success) Program

Cub Scout/Boy Scouts
Project Learn - GED site

Check out our weekly service on line via Facebook 
(Akron Park United Methodist Church)

and/or YouTube (akron park um church). 
________________________________________________________

Praise Chapel Assembly of God
1204 McIntosh Avenue

330-745-4107
www.netministry.com

Pastor Robert Shank

Hours of Service
Sunday Morning Service  10:30 am

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  7:00 pm
________________________________________________________

Redeemed Christian Church of God
966 Kenmore Boulevard

330-776-5196
jesushouseakron@ymail.com

www.jesushouseakron.org

Pastor Enoch A. Adeboye (General Overseer)
Pastor Yisa Sunmonu (Parish Pastor)

Hours of Service
Sunday Workers Prayer Meeting  10:00 am to 10:30 am

Sunday School  10:30 am to 11:00 am
Sunday Service  11:00 am to 1:00 pm

Thursday Bible Study  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
(online, due to Covid pandemic).

Monthly Holy Ghost Service  9:00 pm to 12:00, last Friday 
of every month (ON HOLD, due to Covid pandemic).

Saturday House Fellowship  6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
(online, due to Covid pandemic).

Community Services Offered
Non perishable food items are accepted for food 

baskets that are distributed to needy families
and schools during the holidays.

The Church on the Boulevard
Calendar of Events

All events are at no cost at 754 Kenmore Boulevard!
All events, activities & services are interpreted for the deaf.

Please call 330-745-8634 for more information.

“Praise and Worship” every Sunday Morning at 10:00 am
Interpreted for the Deaf, Nursery available,

Streamed live on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/KenmoreChurchBlvd
and presented on YouTube later Sunday.

“Celebrate Recovery” every Friday at 6:30 pm
“Alcoholics Anonymous” 7 days a week at 7:00 am

and Saturday at 11:00 am
“Narcotics Anonymous” Sunday at 7:30 pm,

Monday-Friday at 12 noon, Tuesday at 7:00 pm, 
Wednesday at 6:00 pm, Friday at 9:30 pm,

Saturday at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm

Easter Events
Good Friday Service:  Friday April 15th, 6:30 pm.

Easter SonRise Service:  Sunday April 17th, 8:00 am,
Followed by no-cost Breakfast,

Followed by Easter Worship Service at 10:00 am

Outreach Food Pantry
Monday Mornings 10:00 am to 12:00 noon

March 7th, April 4th & May 2nd

Outreach Food Pantry
Monday Evenings 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm

February 21st, March 21st,
April 18th & May 16th

Shoreline Community Church
790 Carnegie Avenue

330-753-9241
office@shorelinechurchakron.com
www.shorelinechurchakron.com

Dr. Scott Campbell

Hours of Service
Sunday Praise & Worship  11:00 am

Sunday Live Stream message begins at 11:25 am
Wednesday Live Stream Bible Study  7:00 pm

View Live Stream Messages at:
www.shorelinechurchakron.com

OR
https://www.shorelinechurchakron.com/Watch-Live

Community Services Offered
Drive Thru Food Pantry Service every Friday
Check-in is 10:00 to 10:15 am to receive food.

________________________________________________________

The Chapel in Kenmore
943 Kenmore Boulevard

(enter through back alley)
330-221-2781

www.kenmore.thechapel.life
https://www.facebook.com/Chapelktown

https://www.instagram.com/chapelkenmore/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwVBX-

qHG0mI9IDm31qSLlrA

Lead Campus Pastor: Ben White

Hours of Service
In person worship with donuts and coffee

Sundays at 10:30 am at 943 Kenmore Boulevard.
(Entrance through Kenmore Boulevard in the

front or the alley in back).
Wednesday Night Online Content, Comedy &

Creativity at 6:00 pm 
Live on our Facebook Page & Youtube Channel

Community Services Offered
Blessing Box with non-perishables and other items

available during Sunday gatherings.

The Church on the Boulevard
754 Kenmore Boulevard

330-745-8634
www.thechurchontheboulevard.co

www.facebook.com/kenmorechurchblvd
The Church on the Boulevard is a Christian church with
a heart for the city of Akron and the neighborhood of
Kenmore.  Our vision is to be a Biblical community
where the Gospel of Jesus Christ transforms lives,

renews the city and impacts the world.

Senior Pastor:  Ron Mohlmaster II
Hours of Service

Sunday Morning Worship  10:00 am
Community Services Off ered

See our Calendar below for a list of Community Services.

Kenmore Church Directory
For corrections, changes, or new additions please call John at 330-745-5530 or john@kenmore-komics.com

CoB Grab-and-Go 
Carryout Dinner

Every Wednesday, 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm
March 2nd, 9th, 30th,

April 13th, April 27th, & May 11th

For corrections, changes,
or new additions please

call John at 330-745-5530
or john@kenmore-komics.com
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Do you have a reunion, fundraiser, or event to promote in Kenmore?
Please contact John at 330-745-5530 for information on how to get your event in the next issue!

Chili Cook Off  and Retro Video Game Party!
by Pastor Ben White, The Chapel in Kenmore

Last December 5th we celebrated a great 2021 and holiday season by getting our 
community together to throw a big get together for the neighborhood that we called 
“The Chili Cook Off and Retro Video Game Party”.  We put the word out to folks in the 
Kenmore Neighborhood and a lot of people joined us for the fun.  We had about twenty 
different pots of chili to try and vote on.  We had a variety of game systems connected to 
TV’s all over the room, everything from Pac-Man to Nintendo to Xbox One.  And since 
it was near Christmas, we had many folks dressed up in crazy Christmas clothes.

The winner of the best pot of chili got to “pie the pastor” 
in the face, so along with taking that whipped cream 
delight I also took another pie from my nine-year 
old daughter.  She must’ve been irritated with me 
being grumpy the day before because she walloped 
me with full force (as the picture shows!).  It was 
a fun time for all of us, especially to have so many 
wonderful conversations and make connections with 
new people.  We’re grateful to be in Kenmore and 
bringing some fun, silliness, joy, and realness to the 
community!

Izzy Approved Games for Winter Fun!



Kenmore ConnectionVolume 23 Issue 1 Page  23

Kenmore Free Store News
by Mary Ann Gesaman, Managing Director, Kenmore Free Store

“Grace, freely received, grace freely given”

The Kenmore Free Store is open on Tuesdays from 4:00 to 7:00 pm and/or Saturdays from 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon.  Please note - When the Akron Public Schools are closed on Tuesdays, 
the Kenmore Free Store will also be closed.   Please stay home where you are safe and warm.

If you have some free time, we are also looking for volunteers who can help us sort our 
donations.  If you need community service hours for school, please come in, we will see 
that you get the hours that you need.  We especially need help on Saturdays.

Donations are accepted during open hours and need to be placed in the RED cart at the 
16th Street, SW entrance.  We are requesting gently used adult and children’s coats for this 
winter season.  As always, we also can use donations of men’s jeans and shirts.  Thank you 
for your donations, we are truly blessed!

It will be spring soon!  We will have a selection of Easter and Spring decoration for you 
to choose from.  Stay safe and healthy!  We ask God’s blessings and protection on each of 
you.  We are truly blessed by each of you.

The Free Store is a partnership of Park United Methodist Church
and Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.

    PROJECT SHINE - 2022
 RESIDENT APPLICATION
The work week for Project Shine 2022 is June 19th-24th.  During this 
week, our volunteer teenagers and adults will come together for a week of 
service, fellowship and learning about Jesus Christ.

If you own your home and are interested in receiving assistance through 
Project Shine, please fill out this application and return by March 18th.  
All work will be done on a first come, first serve, as needed basis based on 
evaluation by our Worksite Coordinator. Please keep in mind that submitting 
this form does not guarantee that you will be selected for this project.  

Name:      _____________________________________________

Address:   _____________________________________________

Phone #: ______________________________________________

Best time to be reached:  _________________________________

Please check one or more of the following projects:

 □      Exterior House Painting              □     Interior Painting
 □      Exterior Garage Painting             □     Yard Work / Cleanup / Trimming etc
 □      Porch / Deck - Paint / Stain               □     Other____________________
 
Please mail applications to:  Project Shine, PO Box 3895, Akron, OH  44314

For questions or further information regarding Project Shine, please visit our 
website www.projectshineakron.org or email us via projectshineakron@gmail.com.

Izzy Approve  Games r Winter Fun!Izzy Approved Games for Winter Fun!

Kenmore Komics & GamesKenmore Komics & Games
1020 Kenmore Boulevard  •  330-745-55301020 Kenmore Boulevard  •  330-745-5530

Kenmore Komics & Games
20% OFF

Any Game!
with this coupon

valid until March 31st, 2022

Izzy says Izzy says 
“Playing some of “Playing some of 
these games will these games will 
help with the wait help with the wait 

for Spring”for Spring”
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Sharing Good News. 
Investing in local youth. 
Serving Akron homeowners.
Project Shine is a unique, hidden gem in the heart of Akron. 

News with homeowners through basic home improvement 
while investing in local teens. What started out as two local 
churches wanting to make an impact in their neighborhood 
has grown to an area wide initiative to Make Christ Known! 

Each spring, the Project Shine volunteer board hosts a silent 
auction dinner to raise funds for the project week. This is 
the primary source of funding and it is vital to make the week 
a success. This year is our 11th Auction, and we are very 
excited about the event but need YOU to make it happen!

Would you consider helping in one 
(or all!) of the following four ways below?

20 years in this work and we 
want to continue to honor him in 
all we do. Pray for the planning 
of the auction and project week 

and all those involved.

Every auction needs great 
items to be a success. You can 
donate an item, an experience, 
a gift card, a themed basket or 

use your imagination and 
let us know!

New this year is the opportunity 
for local businesses to sponsor 

the auction. Ranging from 
$100 - $750 you can have 

your business and message in
front of our supporters.

The more the merrier! 
Tickets are on sale now 
through Eventbrite or 
on our Facebook page. 

PRAY DONATE SPONSOR ATTEND

projectshine.org     |     Making Christ known to residents of Akron, our participants and their leaders through basic home improvement.

2022 
Project Shine 
Auction

We are currentlyaccepting items 
to donate for our 
Annual Auction, April 22nd!

Date: Friday, April 22, 2022

Time: 6:00pm – 9:00pm

Place: SYB Party Center
 4157 Hudson Drive
 Stow, OH 44224
Tickets: Eventbrite or 
 the Project Shine 
 Facebook page 

For more information, contact 
Kim Polatas at 330.524.8452

Brown Dog


