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Summit Lake 2023 Clean-Up
by Julie Ann Sweet

On April 29th, volunteers from all over the Akron area joined together to 
participate in a large-scale clean-up at Summit Lake.  Despite the drizzly 
rain, we had 165 volunteers who collected 6.82 tons of litter, as well as 
145 tires, in just three hours.  The Ohio Department of Resources lowered 
the lake level to assist with the cleanup and to allow areas that are largely 
inaccessible by foot to be cleaned.  The area under the Kenmore Boulevard 
bridge was a main focus as was the entire shoreline.  We had great support 
from the City of Akron with their sanitation crew working “overtime” to 
gather the collected trash and the discarded tires and we off er an extra thank 
you to this crew for their hard work.  With Keep Akron Beautiful trailers 
and sign-up support, we covered the entire lake, with volunteers working in 
their assigned zones and making sure each area was litter free. Our workers 
also enjoyed Acme donuts that Jim Pearl, store director for the Montrose 
Acme, provided to the volunteers which were a big hit! And fi nally, a BIG 
thank you to Jacqui Ricchiuti, CEO of Keep Akron Beautiful for her and her 
team’s coordination and support of this project year after year.

The Lowered Lake Level
 Aids Volunteers in Cleanup

Under the Kenmore Boulevard Bridge at Summit Lake Before (left) and After (right) Clean-Up

This cleanup is one of the largest projects that takes place during 
Keep Akron Beautiful Clean Up Akron Month.  With the help of Keep 
Akron Beautiful, many of the Walsh High School students getting 
in some service hours, and many corporate volunteers along with 
Kenmore and Akron residents, this plan effectively distributed 
volunteers around the entirety of the lake and zones which were 
highly littered and in need of this great help from our volunteers.      
A big “Thank You” to all involved!  Summit Lake is beautiful and           
a source of neighborhood pride for all.Akron Sanitation Volunteers
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Kenmore First Friday Returns with New Live Music,

Market, Food and Beer Experiences in 2023!
by Corey Jenkins, Better Kenmore CDC

Better Kenmore CDC, in partnership with the Kenmore Chamber of Commerce and the County 
of Summit ADM Board, is excited to announce the return of Kenmore First Fridays to the historic 
Kenmore Boulevard business district (aka The BLVD).  The events will kick off  June 2nd with 
live music from Akron favorite Detention - an energetic band who have been receiving airplay 
on Sirius XM and played three showcases at the SXSW Music Festival in Austin, Texas.

Joining Detention on the main stage will be up and comers Funeral Proposals who have just fi nished 
tracking their fi rst record with Chris Butler of Waitresses and Tin Huey fame.  Additional live 
music will be programmed by Buzzbin Art & Music Shop, Juju Bonz Records, and Akorn Jammers 
Open Mic.  The Kenmore Branch Library will host an indoor stage featuring hip hop and urban 
expression artists presented by First Glance, Glory In The Beat Radio, and Akron Dream Center.

Oddmall will also return in June with its “Great Grassman Gathering” market which will feature 
over 40 purveyors of art, games, toys, comics, and collectibles, while The Rialto Theatre hosts 
a Speed Dating event followed by live music from Jim Ballard &The Strangs.

Kenmore First Fridays will take place every fi rst Friday of the month beginning June 2nd and 
will continue through September 1st.  The free events will run from 6:00 to 9:00 pm and will 
feature live music, vendors, family activities, food trucks and the Magic City Brewing Company 
outdoor beer garden.  See the full schedule below:

June 2nd:  Detention with Funeral Proposals, plus Oddmall: The Great Grassman Gathering
July 7th:  Yankee Bravo with Long Tall Deb & Colin John, plus 720 Market
August 4th:  The Labra Brothers with Anya Van Rose, plus Oddmall: Rubber City Rumpus, and 
fi lmmaker/comic book artist Ted Sikora
September 1st:  Church of Starry Wisdom with Glenn Lazear, plus Art On The BLVD featuring 
Trillium Schools of Music, Gum-Dip Theatre, Summit Artspace, Innes CLC, Cuyahoga Valley 
Art Center, Akron Art Museum Keith Haring Chalk Party, and more!

“Our staff , partners, and volunteers strive to consistently bring the best live music, vendors, 
and food trucks to Kenmore First Fridays,” said Corey Jenkins, Marketing and Events Director      
for Better Kenmore CDC, “and no two months are ever the same, so we really encourage the 
community to come down each month to see what’s happening!”

Kenmore First Fridays are FREE and presented by Better Kenmore CDC, Kenmore Chamber of 
Commerce, and the County of Summit ADM Board, with additional support from Akron Civic 
Commons, Peg’s Foundation, Apollo Supply Co, United Way, Kenmore Komics & Games, The 
City of Akron, The Summit FM, Portage Path Behavioral Health, and Thomas C. Loepp Law Offi  ces.  
Event information will be posted as it becomes available at betterkenmore.org/fi rst-friday.

The Shootouts performing during Kenmore First Friday in 2022 (photo by Emmy Strong)

       Join Us For
Every Wednesday at

Immaculate Conception
2101 17th Street SW

Doors Open at 9:30 AM
Call 330-848-2803 for Details!

Akron Barberton
Veterinary Clinic

330-753-4114
1111 Wooster Road North

Barberton
Call to Schedule     Affordable
an Appointment         Pet Care

Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 4:30 pm
www.vwpohio.com

Orrville * Seville * Wadsworth
 Akron * Barberton * Canal Fulton

Jackson * Medina
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JOHNNY’S MOWING
• Mow, Trim, Clean-Up
• Mulching
• Brush / Shrub Removal
• Hedge Trimming

John Osolin Jr.
Owner / Operator  •  Established 1998

330-814-7125
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Kenmore’s JOBS Program Still Active
by Diane Kilivris

An evening of delicious food, mocktails and fi erce competition highlighted JOBS’ Second 
Annual 330 Flavor Throwdown on April 27th at Goss Memorial Church in Kenmore.  The 
fundraising event challenges two local chefs in a surprise-ingredient cooking competition 
where attendees vote for their favorite appetizer, entrée and dessert.  New this year, a “mocktail” 
competition was also added, featuring six different alcohol-free bar drinks.  Winners are 
announced at the end of the event.

And the winning chef for 2023 was… Akron native Dannika Stevenson, owner of SipSavorSoul 
Kitchen LLC and a cooking school by the same name.  Stevenson won by a very narrow 
margin over her competitor, Chef Anthony Scolaro, owner of One Eleven Bistro in Medina.

Competing for the mocktail title were mixologists Aaron Sparks of Mxology 21 Craft Cocktail 
and Catering and his own libations brand, and Morrigan Heltzel, bartender at O’Charley’s 
Restaurant in Cuyahoga Falls, who prides herself at pairing food with drink.  Ultimately, 
Heltzel prevailed with the majority vote.

“The whole event was a huge success,” remarked Jennifer Herrick, JOBS Executive Director.  
“We had 80 guests in attendance, which is almost three times as many as last year, and we also 
sold 26 silent auction baskets.”  The evening was emceed by Hank Forrester from 330ToGo.  
Guests in the dining room were able to view the drama in the kitchen via big screen TV.  
Members of the Torchbearers were also on hand assisting in the kitchen and serving guests.

JOBS is a nonprofit employment skills and mentoring program in Kenmore that serves 
low-income and at-risk women and girls aged 13-35.  Current class offerings include 
Culinary Arts, IT, Business Administration and Entrepreneurship.  Courses are at no-cost 
to participants and free childcare is provided.

Program participants also volunteered at the fundraiser, honoring the contract with JOBS that 
requires them to “give back” by volunteering with at least one fundraiser per year.  “This 
requirement helps our participants with accountability, something we strive to encourage in 
the program,” said Herrick. Nikki’s

Styling Salon
2411 East Avenue

330-848-1133
Hair - Nails - Waxing - Eyelash Extensions
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Apartments For Rent
Zumpano Construction

Offi  ce at 2460 Manchester Road
330 - 753 - 2412

New Homes & Commercial Buildings
www.zumpanocustomhomes.com
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Pictured from left are winning chef, 
Dannika Stevenson of SipSavorSoul; 

JOBS Executive Director Jennifer
Herrick, and winning mixologist,

Morrison Heltzel.

Women and Girls 13-35

  *  No-Cost Classes in Culinary Arts, IT,
      Business & Early Childhood Education
  *  Free Child Care     *  Mentor Support
  *  Job Placement Assistance

Jumponboardforsuccess.org
234-738-4004

Proffitt’sProffitt’s
Auto Service

• Engine
• Brakes
• Suspension

• Transmission
• Steering
• Diagnostics

330-419-8403
Bring this ad in for $50 off  $500 or more service

3 3 0 - 8 4 8 - 1 0 3 6
2 7 7 0  C o r y  A v e n u e
A k r o n ,  O H   4 4 3 1 4

www.reevescakeshop.com

MAY SPECIAL

7”
Strawberry

Cassata
Only $12.00

JUNE SPECIAL
7”

Chocolate
Peanut Butt er

Fudge
Only $12.00

One Day Notice Please
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A delight for foodies, the competition 
challenged the chefs with both traditional 
and non-traditional ingredients, which are 
revealed to them only hours ahead of the 
event.  Chefs must work “on the fl y” and use 
all ingredients in their platings.  This year’s 
non-traditional ingredients included french 
toast sticks, dumpling wrappers, and English 
peas, the last of which was used in the dessert.

Guests were also impressed with the evening’s 
mocktails.  More than just fruit juice, their 
complex fl avors consisted of infused botanicals 
such as jalapeño simple syrup, fresh thyme, 
rosemary and strawberry.  As presentation counts, 
visual appeal was also notable.

“This event is definitely a keeper. We’re 
already looking forward to next year,” 
said Herrick.
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Akron Promise’s Second Annual Kenmore-Summit Lake Rock Me on the Water 7K Race 
by Jeanne-Hélène Roy, Executive Director, Akron Promise

On May 27th, local non-profit Akron Promise will host its second   
iteration of Kenmore’s Rock Me 7K, which boasts a one-of-a-kind 
course spotlighting the historic Kenmore Boulevard and the Towpath 
Trail encompassing Summit Lake.

Having spearheaded the event’s resounding success last year, Akron 
Promise executive director Néna Roy is thrilled to participate in this 
year’s race planning, along with the non-profi t’s founder Tom Ghinder, 
who conceptualized the race prior to the pandemic along with Kenmore 
resident Jim Ballard.  Akron Promise is also fortunate to have North 
Coast Multisports director Mickey Rzymek and University of Akron 
EX[L]Center student intern Kayla Suansing on board to lend their 
marketing and planning skills in actualizing the Rock Me race.

Innes CLC students will also help out in the Rock Me race by engaging in 
a Kenmore Boulevard and Summit Lake beautifi cation project through 
Akron Promise’s alliance with the middle school as part of their 
partnership with Akron Public School’s College and Careers Academies.

Akron Promise Founder Tom Ghinder with Kenmore-Garfi eld 
Teacher Terence Wise at Last Year’s Rock Me Awards Ceremony

Whatever Akron’s capricious skies may bring, participants will queue up 
at the starting line in front of the Boulevard’s iconic The Rialto Theatre 
at 8:00 am on Saturday May 27th as they await the prompt to begin their 
descent along the Boulevard.  As they complete their jaunt around 
Summit Lake, they’ll head back to the Rialto, where Kenmore’s own 
Srina Tea House & Café will provide organic coff ee and tea as well as a 
continental breakfast for runners as they wind down before the awards ceremony.

The Rock Me on the Water7K is the fourth race in the Akron Promise 
City Series, a multi-neighborhood race series designed by Ghinder.  
In addition to encouraging healthy lifestyles, Ghinder sees the series—ten 
races taking place between April and September—as an invitation for 
Akron residents to visit various areas of the city, to see new sites, meet 
new people, contribute to worthy charities, and exchange ideas and stories, 
all in hopes of fortifying our local community.  Other races in the series 
include: the Hop for Hope Race in the Merriman Valley; the APS Race 
in Cascade Valley; the Race for Case in Wallhaven; the Four Leaf Clover 
Run in West Hill; the Charles Marquess North Hill Run; the Andrea Rose 
Teodosio Foundation Downtown Race; the West Akron African-American 
Race; the Highland Square PorchRockr Race; and the P.S. I Love You 
Race in Middlebury.  Runners participating in fi ve of the eight races will 
receive a series medal designed by local artist Alicia Gaug.

For information on the Akron Promise City Series Neighborhood Races, see:
www.facebook.com/akronpromisecityseries or www.akronpromise.org/cityseries

For more information on Akron Promise, see:
https://www.facebook.com/AkronPromise or http://www.AkronPromise.org

or contact:
Dr. Jeanne-Hélène (Néna) Roy, Executive Director

2160 East Avenue
330-753-7797

www.ReginasPizza.com

Any Large
SPECIALTY PIZZA

ONE FOR

$18.99
REGINA’S PIZZA, KENMORE.   One per visit please.   Not valid with any other off er.  

Must present this coupon at the time of purchase.   Good through 6-30-2023.

Veggie Lovers
BBQ Chicken
Meat Lovers

or
Deluxe Pizza

$11.99

Large
One Topping

Pizza

REGINA’S PIZZA, KENMORE.   One per visit please.
Not valid with any other off er.  

Must present this coupon at the time of purchase.
Good through 6-30-2023.
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Highlights Inside This Issue

We Need Your Help!  Help us tell about the good things happening in Kenmore!
Please send us your articles and news about your Kenmore neighborhood,

organization, or business.  See below for submission guidelines.  Deadlines listed above.

Additional Copies of the  
Kenmore Connection can be 
found (while supplies last)
at the following locations---

Carnegie Pantry
986 Carnegie Avenue

Kenmore Branch Library
2200 14th Street SW

Kenmore Community Center
880 Kenmore Boulevard

Lukity’s Country Inn
2697 Manchester Road

Showcase Meats
2355 Manchester Road

Srina Tea House and Café
975 Kenmore Boulevard

Subway - Kenmore
1033 Kenmore Boulevard

General Submission Guidelines and Disclaimer
ADVERTISEMENTS:  All ads are subject to approval by the board, which reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to refuse to print any advertising for any reason whatsoever.  
Any information provided in any advertisements represents the opinion of the advertiser and does not necessarily represents the position or opinion of this organization or any of 
its members.  None of the offi  cers, board members, or newspaper writers provide endorsement for any products advertised herein.  Although previous advertisers may be contacted 
for repeat or new ads, it is the ultimate responsibility of any previous or new advertiser to contact the Kenmore Connection Advertising Coordinator to submit advertisements.

ANNOUNCMENTS:  All free announcements are subject to space availability and acceptance by the Kenmore Connection Committee.  All artwork must be submitted in 
.TIF format and must not exceed one quarter page.  Copy format announcements must be in Word document or .RTF (rich text format).

ARTICLES:  The Kenmore Connection will only accept what the editorial board considers to be “good news” about the Kenmore Community.  The editorial board, in its 
sole discretion, reserves the right to refuse submission of any article, advertisement, or announcement for any reason whatsoever.  Any information provided in any article, 
press release, or announcement represents the opinion of the submitter, and does not necessarily represent the position or opinion of this organization or any of  its members.

ARTWORK & PHOTOS:  All artwork must be submitted in .TIF format and all copy in Word or .RTF (rich text format), we cannot accept articles that are in all CAPS.  
Photos may be sent via disk or e-mail and in .TIF format.  If photos are mailed or dropped off they will not be returned withour a self addressed and stamped envelope.

All submissions should be accompanied by full contact information including organization, contact person, e-mail address, and phone number.

Submit information to:          John Buntin Jr at Kenmore Komics & Games                Mail to:  Kenmore Connection
            1020 Kenmore Boulevard                                 C/O Kenmore Chamber of Commerce
            Telephone:  330-745-5530                                      P. O. Box 15171
            e-mail:  john@kenmore-komics.com                              Akron, Ohio  44314

Kenmore Connection Staff 
 Publisher               Kenmore Chamber of Commerce
               P.O. Box 15171
               Akron, Ohio  44314

 Committee Chair,              Telephone:  330-745-5229
    Julie Ann Sweet             E-Mail:  jaesweet@aol.com

 Advertising Coordinator,  Telelephone:  330-745-5530
    John Buntin Jr   E-Mail:  john@kenmore-komics.com

 Ad Design,    
    Richard Wiltrout             E-Mail:  rick@kenmore-komics.com

 Committee Member:         David E. Culbertson
               E-Mail:  culbertsonlaw@neo.rr.com

Submissions Deadline for Articles
and Advertisements in the next 

Kenmore Connection is July 28th, 2023

Delivery will be the week of August 19th, 2023
Delivery date is subject to change without notice

Problems with Delivery?  Please call 330-745-5530

Summit Lake 2023 Clean-Up Page 1

Kenmore First Friday Returns with New Live Music, Market, Food and Beer in 2023! Page 2

Kenmore’s JOBS Program Still Active Page 3

Akron Promise’s Second Annual Kenmore-Summit Lake Rock Me on the Water 7K Race Page 4

Highlights Inside This Issue Page 5

Councilman’s Corner Page 6

Kenmore Branch Library Community News Page 8

Kenmore Community Center Adult Activities Page 11

Kenmore Easter Celebration at the Kenmore Community Center Page 12

Pfeiffer Pirates Page 13

Kenmore Historical Society News Page 17

Concerts in the Park Page 17

Kenmore High School Class of 1973 50th Class Reunion Page 17

Kenmore Ministerial Association Karaoke Night Page 18

Get to Know Your Neighbors - Community Meetings at the Allenside Presbyterian Church Page 19

Kenmore Church Directory Pages 20-21

The Chapel Kenmore is Now Streetlight Community Church Page 22

Kenmore Free Store News Page 23

Girl Scout Troop 90187 Completes The Year of Service Page 23

Kenmore First Friday 2023 Page 24

 Kenmore Chamber of Commerce
   members proudly display
     this logo in their ads!
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Councilman’s Corner
City of Akron Plans and Permits Office

to Make Upgrades to the Public Access Portal

Building plans and permits just became easier in Akron.  The City 
of Akron’s Engineering team in charge of Plans and Permits just 
announced they will be upgrading the public access portal, plan 
review, and permitting software.  This upgrade will begin on May 
15th, with a completion date of May 24th.  During this time, access 
to the public portal will be restricted.  New plan reviews will not be 
accepted and submissions prior to this date may be delayed.

During the week of May 15th through the 19th, Plans and Permits 
will still issue approvals, permits, accept fees, and perform inspec-
tions for projects that have been completed or permits that do not 
require plan review.  On May 22nd and 23rd, only inspections that 
are scheduled in advance will be done.  Full access to the public 
portal will be restored on May 24th and office operations will re-
sume as normal.

Notable upgrades with the new portal include:

   *   A clearer format for providing the minimum required
    information on plan reviews.
   *   The ability to see which City Departments are reviewing and
    if that department has approved or rejected the submission.
   *   The ability to pay online via PayPal.

Ward 9
Councilman’s Meetings

Councilman Freeman holds a public meeting
on the first Tuesday of every month at the

Kenmore Community Center, starting at 7:00 pm.
Please join him at 880 Kenmore Boulevard
to discuss your community and your city!

The next meeting is Tuesday June 6th.

You can view the current portal and learn more 
at www.akronohio.gov/pnp.

For further information, please contact:
Stephanie Marsh
Chief Communications Officer
Phone:  330-375-2754

Happy Spring and thank you for allowing me to 
serve our Ward.

Councilman Mike Freeman
Ward9@akronohio.gov
330-283-7582

Houston Hall
3069  Hous ton  Road ,  Nor ton

For that Special Occasion!
Seats up to 180 - Patio Seats 50 More

Houston Pub
at Houston Hall

Check Out Our New Outdoor Patio!
Now Open for Lunch at 11 am!
3069 Houston Road • Norton

off  Rt 261 - halfway between Cleveland-Massillon Road & Barber Road

330-697-6971
Sandwiches from Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives!

For more information contact Charlie Shook at 330-697-6971

Dinner Specials
Tuesday - Pork Chops                   $9.99
Thursday - Two Meat Buff et       $12.00
Buff et includes Fried Chicken plus one 
other meat, Various Sides & Dessert!

Friday - Fried Flounder              $10.99
Saturday - 8oz Rib Strip              $13.99
                - Pork Chop                  $9.99

Closed Sunday & Monday  

Tuesday Special
$200 - Hamburger

$250 - Cheeseburger
$200 - Taco or 3 for $5

Open Tuesday to Saturday -- 11 am to ??

Thursday Special
$200 - Hotdog

Trivia Every Thursday
7:30 to 9:00 pm

Jazz Band Starts at  7:00 pm
Last Wednesday of  Month

Wednesday Special
$750 - Gyro with Fries

$250 - ¼ lb Hotdog
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When shopping in Kenmore,
please thank our advertisers

for supporting
the Kenmore Connection!
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  Schlup-Pucak & Wilson Funeral Home
Family Owned and Operated Since 1927

We Offer Pre-Planning, Traditional, Cremation, Personalized and Celebration of Life Services,
Pet Cremations, and Summit County’s only Motorcycle Hearse.

Visit our website: schluppucakfh.com, call us at 330-745-3131, or come see us at 788 Kenmore Blvd.
When Pre-Planning mention you saw this in the Kenmore Connection for 10% off  Merchandise.

Don E. Pucak        Charles L. Wilson, Owner

Are you or a family member struggling over the loss
of a loved one?  If so, we invite you to attend our 
Grief Support Group every Third Thursday of

the month, hosted by Homestead Hospice, from
10 am to 11 am right here at the Funeral Home.
This is open to anyone, not just the families we

have served.  Coff ee and donuts will be provided.
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KENMORE BRANCH
EVENTS MAY•JUN•JUL

2023

KENMORE BRANCH
969 Kenmore Boulevard
Akron, Ohio 44314
330.745.6126
akronlibrary.org

Monday – Thursday 10 am – 8 pm

Friday 12 – 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am – 5 pm

Sunday  Closed

Join the Friends of the Kenmore Library www.akronlibrary.org/locations/kenmore/friends-of-the-kenmore-library

The Kenmore Branch Library has two meeting rooms available for use. 
For more information, please read our Branch Library Meeting Room Policy www.akronlibrary.org/about/policies/meeting-room-policy

Story Time
Tuesdays, May 23, June 6, 20, 

July 18

11:30am  
Join us for a happy blend of stories, 
rhymes, songs, bubbles, art, and play. 
Intended for preschoolers, but all 
ages are welcome and celebrated. 
| Children 

Sounds of Akron at 
Kenmore First Friday:  
Hip-Hop and Urban 
Expression
Fridays, June 2, July 7, August 4

6:00-9:00pm  
Enjoy local hip-hop/rap and 
performance art as part of First 
Friday. Co-sponsored by Kenmore 
Branch Library, Glory and the Beat, 
First Glance, Kenmore Neighborhood 
Alliance, and Akron Dream Center. 
| Children | Tween | Teen | Adults 

Akron Zoo
Thursday, June 8

1:00pm  
Don’t miss out when the ZooMoblie 
stops by the Library with some of our 
zoo friends! 
| Children | Tween | Teen | Adults 

Drumming With  
Sogbety Diomande
Thursday, June 15

1:00pm  
Enjoy a special brand of drumming 
from Sogbety Diomande’s native 
Ivory Coast. 
| Children | Tween | Teen | Adults 

Kenmore Pride Festival 
Featuring Music From 
DreamStates
Saturday, June 17

1:00-4:00pm  
Celebrate Pride Month! Enjoy local 
queer speaker Fran Wilson, music 
from DreamStates, crafts, and 
resource centers: Bayard Rustin 
LGBTQ Center, Hope & Healing, 
CANAPI, and more. Refreshments 
served. 
| Children | Tween | Teen | Adults 

The Bubble Lady
Thursday, June 22

1:00pm  
Welcome to the wonderful world 
of bubbles with Sue Durante, the 
Bubble Lady! 
| Children | Tween | Teen | Adults 

Music With Mr. Jeff
Thursday, June 29

1:00pm  
Join the party, sing along, and move 
to the beat with Mr. Jeff. 
| Children | Tween | Teen | Adults 

Rick Smith Jr. Magic
Thursday, July 6

1:00pm  
See a world record-holding magician 
and his unique tricks. 
| Children | Tween | Teen | Adults 

Realm of the Reptile
Thursday, July 13

1:00pm  
Learn about lizards and snakes and 
maybe even pet a large tortoise. 
| Children | Tween | Teen | Adults 

Outback Ray’s  
Amazing Animal Show
Thursday, July 27

1:00pm  
Enjoy a hands-on event for kids of all 
ages. See captive-born exotic animals 
up close and personal! 
| Children | Tween | Teen | Adults 
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Follow us on Instagram at @eastavemarket     
Follow us on Facebook at East-Ave-Market

East Ave Market & Gallery
East Ave Gallery Presents

2nd Saturdays Events
May to October 12 - 5 pm

Includes Food Truck + Live Music!
Shop local vendors for ...
Custom Jewelry, Purses & Cups

Body Butter & Scrubs
Tea and Much More!

Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

2290 East Avenue

2355 Manchester Road, Akron 44314     330-753-4219     Open 7 Days 11am - 7pm2355 Manchester Road, Akron 44314     330-753-4219     Open 7 Days 11am - 7pm

Now Off ering Delivery Thru Grubhub & DoorDash    www.showcasemeat.comNow Off ering Delivery Thru Grubhub & DoorDash    www.showcasemeat.com

with this coupon - expires 6 - 30 - 23

We Pride Ourselves on Excellent Customer Service!We Pride Ourselves on Excellent Customer Service!

 .Kenmore Pride 

  Ground ChuckGround Chuck  
$3.79 a pound for$3.79 a pound for
5 pounds or more!5 pounds or more!

(bulk only)(bulk only)

  Now ExceptingNow Excepting  
EBT Card forEBT Card for

Cold FoodCold Food
Purchases OnlyPurchases Only

16 pieces 16 pieces 
Chicken & JojosChicken & Jojos

  

$$29290000
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A-1
Limestone

since 1984

DRIVEWAY STONE
DELIVERED & TRUCK SPREAD

LIMESTONE • TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

Residential & Commercial

330-753-7572
Kenmore, Ohio

• 24 HR EMERGENCY   • 24 HR EMERGENCY   
  SERVICE  SERVICE
• FREE ESTIMATES• FREE ESTIMATES
  ON INSTALLATION

663 Flora Avenue

330-745-4822

$20.00 OFF ANY
SERVICE CALL 
WITH THIS AD

For Normal Hour 
Service Calls Only

Must Present this
Coupon in Advance
Expires Expires June 30, 2023June 30, 2023
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Since 1945
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                           1154 Kenmore Boulevard         330-753-7721

Preneed    *    Traditional Funerals    *    Cremation    *    Celebrations of Life

Family Owned &
Operated Since 1914

WE THOUGHT EVERYONE KNEW…
We have worked with families recently that were looking for ways to conserve costs.  Some were not aware
that if the person or spouse was a Veteran that there is a beautiful national cemetery in Rittman for them.

Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery will provide to an honorably discharged Veteran and their spouse
a grave, grave liner, opening & closing and a marker for no cost.  That’s right - FREE.

We will work with the Veteran’s family to arrange for burial at OWRNC.  Call us for complete details.

From Our Family To Your Family, Offering the Best Value to All!
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Serving the Community for 56 Years
Specializing in

Selling Homes in the
Kenmore & Barberton Area

Helen Turchin, Broker
Dennis McGlone
942 Kenmore Boulevard

Akron, Ohio  44314
330-745-9034

e-mail: rubbercityrealty@att.net
KE

NMORE    CONNECTIO
N
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       Kenmore Community Center Adult Activities
         880 Kenmore Boulevard        330-375-2812
 Please call the Center for questions and reservations!

9th Ward
Councilman’s Meeting
First Tuesday of the Month

7:00 pm

Salvation Army Meals
Mondays thru Fridays
11:30 am to 12:30 pm

Meditative Coloring
Wednesdays 12:30 pm

FREE Coloring,
Coffee & Conversation.

Materials provided.

One Mile Walk
Mondays thru Fridays

Starting at 9:00 am

Chair Yoga
Mondays at 9:30 am
Fridays at 9:30 am

Fitness pass required.

Floor Yoga
Tuesdays & Thursdays

5:00 pm
1st & 3rd Saturdays

10:00 am
Fitness pass required.

Video Exercise
Mondays thru Thursdays

9:30 am

Zumba
Wednesdays at 5:00 pm
Fitness pass required.

Crochet Club
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm

Penny Bingo
Tuesdays at 12:30 pm 
Only a penny a card!

Bring a snack to share.
Everyone welcome!

Card Playing
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday

10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Euchre
(Tournament Style)

Wednesdays at 12:30 pm

Billiard’s Table
Call 330-753-4771
to Reserve a Table

Popcorn & Movie
Fridays at 12:30 pm

50 cents per bag of popcorn.

Attention Kenmore Business Owners
Looking for ways to save money on---

Health Insurance
Energy Program Costs

Workers’ Compensation
Managed Care Organization Services

Credit Card Services
Payroll Processing Services
Shipping & Freight Costs

Digital Marketing Services
and many other business expenses?

Please consider joining the Kenmore Chamber of 
Commerce and take advantage of the many benefit 

programs we offer to our members!

For more information,
please contact John Buntin Jr at 330-304-9598

2380 Manchester Road  Akron, OH 44314
www.glennfi sherjewelry.com

330-745-1153
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Kenmore Easter Celebration at the Kenmore Community Center
by Alice Incorvia, Kenmore Community Center Supervisor

Kenmore celebrated Easter in grand style at the Kenmore Community Center, on Saturday April 1st, with balloons, crafts, the Balloon Man, 
Easter prize baskets and comic books from Kenmore Komics & Games, doughnuts & punch from the Kenmore Chamber of Commerce,   
and of course the egg hunt at the Kenmore High School.  Additional eggs were donated by the City of Akron.  The Easter Bunny and Easter 
Ducky also made an appearance and posed for pictures with the children who attended, then they all paraded to Kenmore High School for 
the egg hunt.  A hoppy time was had by all!
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Detailing, Headlight Restoration, Buffi  ng, Waxing,
Auto Body Repair, Paint Correction, Rust Repair, 

Frame Welding, Brakes, Tune-Ups, Shocks, Struts, 
Alternators, Starters, Radio Installation, 

O2 Sensors, Camshaft Sensors, 
Crankshaft Sensor, and much more!

Family Owned and Fully Insured.
Immediate Openings Available.

Mention this ad to get 10% discount on any services over $100!

2481 Manchester Road
330-775-9180

High Quality Used Tires
215-55-R17   265-70-R17   265-60-R18   275-55-R20

New Tires - All Brands
Carryout & Installation Available

So Fresh
Used Auto Sales

2290 East Avenue
330-784-4175

Brake Service
$75 per Axle plus Parts & Tax

Affordable Used Cars
New & Used Tires  /  U-Haul Rentals

Family Owned & Operated!

Open Monday, Wednesday & Friday Only  10:00 - 5:00
      Find us on Facebook at So-Fresh-Used-Auto-Sales

KE
NMORE    CONNECTIO
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6 Have a Squeak, Rattle or Drip?
We’ll find your problem!

Free Diagnostics!
Free Safety Inspection • Free Brake Inspection

Owners - Bill & Lori   •  Technicians - Ray & Ron

Kenmore
Automotive

1554 Kenmore Blvd
Akron, Ohio  44314

330-848-9343

Need Financing for Repairs?

No Credit Needed
Fast & Easy Approval
Financing Made Easy!

KE
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All Work Guaranteed
Summer is Coming!

Get AC Service
Starting at $79.95

(includes up to 1 can)
with this coupon only

(cannot use with other coupons)
Expires 6/30/2023

2447 Manchester Road
Akron, Ohio  44314-3551

culbertsonlaw@neo.rr.com
330-753-1151

Fax 330-745-1093

General Practice with over 50 years of Experience

Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts, Probate

Real Estate - Sale Agreements, 
Deeds and Transfer Affidavits

Healthcare POAs and Living Wills,
POA for Finances, Personal Injury

Reasonable Fees - 30 Minute Free Consultation
Monday to Friday - 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Other Hours by Appointment Only

DAVID E. CULBERTSON
Attorney At Law

KE
NMORE    CONNECTIO
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Free and fun hiking event!Free and fun hiking event!
May 1 through June 30May 1 through June 30

»Visit spreeforall.summitmetroparks.org»Visit spreeforall.summitmetroparks.org
330-867-5511  |  #SMPspree

'23 SMP S4A ad KEN CONN - 5x10.5 SPRing ad FINAL.indd   1 4/13/23   3:56 PM

Grades K-5
Free Tuition
We Are A Community.

We Prepare Students For The Future.
We Care For The Whole Child.

Located in Kenmore at 2199 5th St. SW

Call to schedule a tour or come visit 
us during our free Kickoff to Summer
Carnival on June 14 from 3:30-6:30pm.

330-773-1100 • EagleElementary.org

Now Enrolling for 2023-2024

Small Class Sizes
Dedicated Staff
Free After Care

Transportation Available
Complimentary
Breakfast & Lunch Daily
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Kenmore Historical Society News
by Sean Blake, President Kenmore Historical Society

Hello Kenmore!

Let me introduce myself, my name is Sean Blake, and I am the new President of the Kenmore 
Historical Society.  My family has been in Kenmore for four generations.  In 1930 my great-
grandfather bought a lot in downtown Kenmore and built a building on it.  Then he moved 
his jewelry business out of the Mayfl ower in Downtown Akron and into the new building in 
Kenmore.  The family lived upstairs for a few years until they were able to buy a house in the 
Lawndale allotment.

I’ve grown up with a lot of pride in my community and have always tried to give back whenever 
I could.  I worked the Kenmore Carnival growing up and have helped out with multiple events 
on the Boulevard including Better Block and First Fridays.  I am also a member of Torchbearers, 
a young professionals organization that builds future leaders in Akron.  I also enjoy hiking, 
biking, running, playing soccer, and checking out local music venues in my free time.

Some of my goals for the Historical Society are to help modernize it, attract more members, and 
learn more about the neighborhoods.  I have been active on the Facebook page posting relevant 
photos, interacting with members, and sharing news about the community.  If you have not 
followed us yet, please do!  Everywhere I’ve gone, I’ve always bumped into someone who had a 
connection to Kenmore, so it would be nice to get some of these people back into the community 
through the Historical Society.  I also realize while the Boulevard is the main focal point of our 
community, Kenmore is made up of unique neighborhoods such as Allenside, Castle Homes, 
Lawndale, Highland Park, and Rolling Acres, to name a few.  I would love to see historical 
photos and learn more about the neighborhoods, so if you have anything to share, please do!

For 2023, Dave Bersnak is Vice President, Jan Williams Secretary, and Lillian Jolly Treasurer.  
I am extremely grateful for all of their help and glad to be working with people whom I can 
trust.  In the meantime, please check out our website at www.kenmorehistorical.org.  We meet 
on the last Mondays of the month at 6:30 pm at the Kenmore Library, 969 Kenmore Boulevard.  
We will NOT have a meeting in May due to the Memorial Day holiday.  I hope to see you at 
our next meeting on June 26th!

FOUNDED IN 2001

www.kenmorehistorical .org

Do you have a reunion, fundraiser, or event to promote in Kenmore?
Please contact John at 330-745-5530 for information

on how to get your event in the next issue!

Kenmore Historical Society
President Sean Blake
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Kenmore Ministerial Association Karaoke Night
by Leisa Russell

The KMA Christian Karaoke Night that was held on March 26th at The Rialto Theatre 
was a fun night of fellowship & singing praises to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.                     
The Karaoke MC, Mr. Greg Herrick, did a great job keeping the songs going and entertaining 
the crowd with his fun personality and his good clean jokes.  JOBS provided wonderful 
appetizers for all to enjoy.  Thank you to the community, participating churches, and 
all who shared in this KMA sponsored event.  Keep watch for the next KMA Christian 
Karaoke Night coming in the fall.

YvonneHaydu Family Singers Mel, Cheryl and Kevin

Pastor Dave and his wife Julie

HAVE A JOB?
BAD CREDIT?
BANKRUPTCY?
DIVORCED?
REPOSSESION?
NO CREDIT?

YOU’RE
APPROVED!

C h e c k  o u t  o u r  i n v e n t o r y  o n l i n e  t o d a y  a t  w w w. a u t o c e n t r a l c a r s . c o m
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6 Izzy Approved Gifts for Summer Fun!
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Get to Know Your Neighbors -
Community Meetings at the Allenside Presbyterian Church

by Pastor Francie Fischer

Come and get to know your neighbors at monthly Community Meetings being held at the Allenside Presbyterian Church, 410 Rexford Street.

Starting at 6:00 pm, a free dinner is provided to everyone, followed by a guest speaker.  Recent speakers have included our Ward 9 Council 
candidates (pictured below), and representatives from the Akron Traffic Department.  Upcoming events are:
 Tuesday, May 16th, 6:00 pm – Dinner and a speaker on “Scams” from the Summit County Prosecutor’s Office
 Tuesday, June 20th, 6:00 pm – Dinner and a speaker from South Street Ministries regarding their work with youth to prevent youth violence
 Saturday, July 15th, Noon to 3:00 pm – Community Festival – Fun and Food for all ages!
 Tuesday, August 15th – No Meeting – Summer Break
 Tuesday, September 19th, 6:00 pm – Dinner and a speaker to be announced

   Tina Boyes         Susan Culver    Micah Townsend     

Izzy Approve  Gifts f Summer Fun!Izzy Approved Gifts for Summer Fun!

Kenmore Komics & GamesKenmore Komics & Games
1020 Kenmore Boulevard  •  330-745-55301020 Kenmore Boulevard  •  330-745-5530

Kenmore Komics & Games
20% OFF Any

Sale Over $20.00!
with this coupon (except new comics)

valid until June 30th, 2023

Izzy says Izzy says 
“I’m looking for“I’m looking for

those summer dealsthose summer deals
at my Dad’s store.at my Dad’s store.
You can too withYou can too with

this coupon”this coupon”
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All take place at the Allenside Presbyterian Church, 
410 Rexford Street.  We created a Facebook page 
named Allenside Neighborhood Community.  All 
of you are encouraged to join out page using the 
following link at https://www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=100089156545086.

These events provide a great opportunity to get 
to know your neighbors!  Please join us!  All are 
welcome!
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Allenside
Presbyterian Church

410 Rexford Street
330-753-6405

Find us on FaceBook @ allenside presbyterian church
Pastor Francie Fischer

Hours of Service
1st & 3rd Sundays - Allenside Church Building

All services broadcast via Zoom
See Facebook for Zoom Link and Worship Times/Locations

Church Office Open Tuesdays
9:00 am to 12:00 noon

Community Services Offered
“Mad Hatters” Knitting Group meets at the church 

Wednesdays 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Join us to knit hats and make blankets for those in need

Donations of yarn and fl eece gratefully accepted
___________________________________________________________

Community Christian Chapel
2306 18th Street SW

330-488-7855
pastordwaynecummings@gmail.com

Pastor Dwayne Cummings
Hours of Service

Sunday School  10:00 am
Sunday Worship Service  11:00 am

Bible Studies on FaceBook Live
Sunday at 6:00 pm and Wednesday at 7:00 pm

Community Services Offered
Spanish Speaking Service Provided

________________________________________________________ 

First Baptist
Church of Kenmore

2330 East Avenue
330-745-3619

church@fbcok.com
www.fbcok.com

Pastor Joe Grimaldi
Hours of Service

Sunday School  10:00 am
Sunday Morning Service  11:00 am
Sunday Afternoon Service  1:30 pm

Wednesday Evening Service  7:00 pm
Community Services Offered

Free Bus Transportation on Sunday
___________________________________________________________

Goss Memorial Church
2247 11th Street SW

330-745-5038
www.gosschurch.org
Pastor Casey Hughes

Youth Leaders:  Isaac Craddock, Aaron & Jen Hurd,
and Derek & Bre Boyes

Hours of Service
Sunday School 9:15 am

Sunday Morning Service  10:30 am
(also available online on the Goss Memorial Facebook page)
Bible Camp (ages 3rd-6th grade) July 16th-20th 6:30-8:00 pm

Dinner for attending kids at 6:00 pm each night

Hope United
Methodist Church

2650 Cory Avenue
330-753-2303

officehumc@gmail.com

Pastor John M. Tsironis

Hours of Service
Sunday School  9:30 am

Sunday Morning Service  10:30 am
Monday Christian Service Brigade  6:30 pm

Tuesday Ladies Bible Study  10:30 am
___________________________________________________________

Immaculate Conception
of Mary Parish

2101 17th Street SW
330-753-8429

ickenmore@yahoo.com
www.ickenmore.org

Melissa N. Keegan, Parish Life Coordinator
Reverand Michael B. Smith, Pastor Emeritus

Hours of Service
Holy Eucharist - Monday, Wednesday, Friday  5:30 pm

Holy Eucharist Sunday at 8:30 and 11:00 am.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)

Saturdays  9:00 to 10:00 am.
Anointing of The Sick on last Wednesday

of each month  5:30 pm Mass.
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)

Mondays  7:00 pm (September thru May).

Community Services Offered
Food Pantry (at Maher Hall)

Thursday afternoons 12 noon to 2 pm - 
requires referral from InfoLine (330-376-4850).

Kenmore A.A. Big Book Study
(at Hitch Hall) Thursdays  8:00 pm.

Kenmore A.A. Saturday Nite
(at Hitch Hall)  Saturdays 8:00 pm.

Kenmore Community Meal - Free take-out meal
 available the last Tuesday of the month from 5:00 to

6:30 pm.  Pick-up in front of 2126 16th Street SW
 (partnership with Park United Methodist Church).

Kenmore Free Store at 2128 16th Street,
enter back door off 17th and Battles Avenue

(partnership with Park United Methodist Church)
Tuesdays 4:00-7:00 pm, and Saturdays 9:30 am to Noon.

Bingo (at Waldeisen Hall) Wednesdays,
 doors open at 9:30 am, games start at 11:00 am.

For questions please call 330-753-8429
between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm weekdays.

Participating member of Kenmore Ministerial Association

Kenmore Community
Church the of Nazarene

2025 12th Street SW
330-745-7720

kenmorenazarene@gmail.com
www.kenmorenaz.org

Facebook - Kenmore Community Church of the Nazarene

Pastor Chris Shallenberger, Senior Pastor
Pastor Gary L Kinney, Associate Pastor

Hours of Service
Sunday Morning Worship  10:00 am

Wednesday Evening Children & Youth Services
6:00 to 7:00 pm

Wednesday Evening Adult Bible Study
6:00 to 7:00 pm

Office Hours - Monday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, Tues-
day & Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, Wednesday 
10:00 am to 7:00 pm, Friday and Saturday closed, 
Sunday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm.  If no one is available 

please leave a message.

Community Services Offered
Please call the church office for an appointment

for our food pantry
___________________________________________________________

King’s Way Alliance Church
2500 Kingsport Way

330-848-1403
www.kwachurch.org

Pastor Eric Francisco

Hours of Service
Sunday School  9:30 am

Sunday Worship Service  10:45 am
___________________________________________________________

Koinonia Apostolic
Faith Church

814 Carnegie Avenue
330-745-5242

www.Koinonia5111@yahoo.com

Pastor Gary L. Foreman

Hours of Service
Sunday School  9:30 am to 11:00 am
Sunday Worship Service  11:30 am 
Wednesday Bible Study  7:00 pm

Thursday Intercessory Prayer  7:00 pm
Email koinonia5111@yahoo.com for the Zoom Link

Community Services Offered
Food Pantry

Grief Recovery Classes

Kenmore Church Directory
For corrections, changes, or new additions please call John at 330-745-5530 or john@kenmore-komics.com
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New Life Pentecostals
of Akron

859 Witner Avenue
330-208-5441

pastorsmj@gmail.com 
www.newlifeofakron.com

Pastor Scott Johnson

Hours of Service
Sunday Worship Service  10:30 am

Wednesday Life Bible Study  7:00 pm
Follow us on Facebook for livestreaming @ New Life POA

Community Services Offered
Personal home Bible Studies upon request 

___________________________________________________________

Park United Methodist Church
2308 24th Street SW

330-745-3714
parkchurch@sbcglobal.net

www.akronparkumc.org

Pastor Dave Haydu

Hours of Service
Sunday Traditional Worship  9:00 am

Children’s Church  9:00 am
Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study  1:00 pm

Wednesday Morning Bible Study   9:30 am

Community Services Offered
JOBS (Jump On Board for Success) Program

Cub Scout/Boy Scouts

Check out our weekly service on line via Facebook 
(Akron Park United Methodist Church)

and/or YouTube (akron park um church). 
___________________________________________________________

Praise Chapel Assembly of God
1204 McIntosh Avenue

330-745-4107
www.netministry.com

Pastor Robert Shank

Hours of Service
Sunday Morning Service  10:30 am

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  7:00 pm

Redeemed Christian Church of God
966 Kenmore Boulevard

330-776-5196
jesushouseakron@ymail.com

www.jesushouseakron.org

Pastor Enoch A. Adeboye (General Overseer)
Pastor Yisa Sunmonu (Parish Pastor)

Hours of Service
Sunday Workers Prayer Meeting  10:00 am to 10:30 am

Sunday School  10:30 am to 11:00 am
Sunday Service  11:00 am to 1:00 pm

Thursday Bible Study  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
(virtual).

Monthly Holy Ghost Service  9:00 pm to 12:00, last Friday of 
every month (ON HOLD).

Saturday House Fellowship  6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
(virtual).

Community Services Offered
Non perishable food items are accepted for food bas-

kets that are distributed to needy families
and schools during the holidays.

___________________________________________________________

Shoreline Community Church
790 Carnegie Avenue

330-753-9241
office@shorelinechurchakron.com
www.shorelinechurchakron.com

Dr. Scott Campbell

Hours of Service
Sunday Praise & Worship  11:00 am

Sunday Live Stream message begins at 11:25 am
Wednesday Live Stream Bible Study  7:00 pm

View Live Stream Messages at:
www.shorelinechurchakron.com

OR
https://www.shorelinechurchakron.com/Watch-Live

Community Services Offered
Drive Thru Food Pantry Service every Friday
Check-in is 10:00 to 10:15 am to receive food.

Kenmore Church Directory
For corrections, changes, or new additions please call John at 330-745-5530 or john@kenmore-komics.com

For corrections, changes,
or new additions please

call John at 330-745-5530
or john@kenmore-komics.com

Streetlight Comunity Church
943 Kenmore Boulevard

(enter through back alley)
330-221-2781

https://streetlight.life/Â 
https://www.facebook.com/streetlightcc

https://www.instagram.com/streetlightcc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCwVBXqHG0mI9IDm31qSLlrA

https://twitter.com/benjaminbwhite
https://www.tiktok.com/@streetlightcc

Pastor: Ben White

Hours of Service
In person worship with donuts and coffee, 10:30 am.

When raining or cold, or October-April, we meet
at 943 Kenmore Boulevard (First Glance).

When warm and dry, we meet May- September at the 
Greenspace by the Buzzbin- 952 Kenmore Boulevard.

You can park at the Library, the parking lot
behind Buzzbin, or on Kenmore Boulevard.

Follow the Streetlight Signs!
We don’t livestream our gatherings, visit our social

media pages to see our curated video content!

Community Services Offered
We partner with various allies in our city who are 

highly active in the neighborhood and beyond,
 see https://streetlight.life/allies/ to learn more.

___________________________________________________________

The Church on the Boulevard
754 Kenmore Boulevard

330-745-8634
www.thechurchontheboulevard.co

www.facebook.com/kenmorechurchblvd

The Church on the Boulevard is a Christian church with
a heart for the city of Akron and the neighborhood of
Kenmore.  Our vision is to be a Biblical community
where the Gospel of Jesus Christ transforms lives,

renews the city and impacts the world.

Senior Pastor:  Ron Mohlmaster II

Hours of Service
Sunday Morning Service  10:00 am

Community Services Off ered
Outreach Food Pantries

1st & 3rd Mondays at 5:30 to 7:30 pm.
Grab-and-Go Carryout Dinners

2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 5:00 to 6:30 pm.
“Celebrate Recovery” Meetings Vary.

“Alcoholics Anonymous” and “Narcotics Anonymous”
meetings can be found online.

“New Generation Youth” and “Kids In Action”
both meet 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 6:45 to 8:00 pm.
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The Chapel Kenmore is Now Streetlight Community Church
by Pastor Ben White, Streetlight Community Church

Our Church community has been through a lot of seasons of change, 
and now we’re beginning an exciting new chapter!

Back in April of 2016, The Chapel Kenmore was started as a 
neighborhood Church that meets in First Glance Youth Center 
on 943 Kenmore Boulevard.  In September of 2019, the founding 
pastor Jacob Ley left and the second person on staff, Ben White 
(me), took the role of full time pastor.  This was a significant 
change.  In March of 2020, as we know, a global pandemic rocked 
our world.  It rocked our Church community also.

In July of 2021, we as a Church community started meeting outside    
at the green space beside what is now the Buzzbin on Kenmore 
Boulevard, and people of all socio-economic, political, ethnic, and 
cultural backgrounds found themselves gathering together, outside 
in the open, in the center of Kenmore, having a Church gathering.  
People from the homeless community joined us.  People popped in 
off the street to be a part of what we were doing for however long 
they wanted to.  It felt good to “be” the Church in a way that seemed 
to impact the community.

And with all these things in mind, we’ve officially begun the process 
of becoming an autonomous Church community.  We were originally an 
offshoot of the Chapel in Akron.  As of 2023, we’ve officially become 
“Streetlight Community Church”.

Yes, we have a new name, a new logo, a new website, and new signs 
that point to where we gather on Sunday mornings at 10:30 am, which 
is still inside at First Glance on cold or rainy days, and will hopefully 
be outside with the advent of warmer weather.  We even blew up some 
balloons to give away on the day we changed our name, which was 
fun, especially for kids in our neighborhood.

But most of all, we really want to live out, as a community, what it 
means to be a Streetlight.  Back in the day, people used to see street 
lights coming on and it was a signal that it was time to come home.  
We want to create a safe place for people of all backgrounds and walks 
of life who are going through struggles.  We continue to believe and 
practice that the message of forgiveness and hope is just as relevant to 
the streets as it is in a “pulpit”.  We partner with local organizations like 
First Glance, Kenmore Neighborhood Alliance, Akron Dream Center, 
Just a Dad from Akron, Urban Vision, The And Campaign, Love Akron, 
Srina Tea House and Cafe, and Ethicrace Clothing Company.  We want 
to build people up in spiritual depth and maturity, and to make the 
hope, love and forgiveness of Jesus available to people that might not 
otherwise ever get the chance to hear about it.

We’d love for you to come and check us out sometime and help us to 
bring hope, encouragement and peace to the Kenmore neighborhood!

Pictures from the Day We Changed our Name to “Streetlight Community 
Church” (Photos by Kristi Watson from Power Photography)

Do you have a reunion,  fundraiser,
or event to  promote in Kenmore?

Please contact  John at  330-745-5530
for information on how to get
your event in the next  issue!
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Kenmore Free Store News
by Mary Ann Gesaman, Managing Director, Kenmore Free Store

I love volunteering at the Kenmore Free Store!

The bible teaches us that giving to others is one way of spreading God’s 
love.  Since God gave the ultimate gift—eternal life—and continues 
to pour blessings into our lives, we should respond by giving as well.   
Matthew 10:8 says, “Freely you have received, freely give.”  The 
Kenmore Free Store uses this verse as our purpose for being.  This is 
WHY I volunteer.  This WHY, I leave tried but so JOYFULLY!

A huge thank you to those who are and those who have donated items, 
and money to our ministry.  We have been blessed beyond measure.

We are also blessed by the number of faithful volunteers who come in on 
Tuesdays or Saturdays to serve our shoppers.  We would love to see some 
new faces.  If you are considering volunteering, please call 330-606-2878 for 
more information, or come in during our open hours on Tuesdays ( 4:00 to 
7:00 pm) or Saturdays (9:00 am to 12:00 noon) to complete an application.

The Kenmore Free Store continues to be very busy place.  We see between 
60-100 families units each time we are open.  (Please see left photo of sack 
lunches for items that we serve to those who are hungry or in need)

Blessing bags (hygiene bags) are available to those who need hygiene items.  
(Please see right photo for items that are available in the blessing bags).

To provide any items that are used in the sack lunches or the blessing 
bags, please drop them off  at the donation door on 16th Street side of the 
store (across from the old Kenmore High School).

Money donated should be sent to:  The Kenmore Free Store, C/O Park 
United Methodist Church, 2308 24th Street SW, Akron, Ohio 44314.

In January we provided 529 lunches, in February 668, and in March 425. 

Please help us continue these ministries that are needed in the Kenmore area.

Hebrews 13:16 “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifi ces are pleasing to God.”

Mary Ann Gesaman, Managing Director, phone: 330-606-2878
2101 17th Street SW, Akron, Ohio 44314

Hours: Tuesdays 4:00 to 7:00 pm, Saturdays 9:00 am to 12:00 noon

The Free Store is a partnership of Park United Methodist Church
and Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.

Girl Scout Troop 90187 Completes The Year of Service
by Troop Leader Lauren Presutti

You may have seen Girl Scout Troop 90187 around Kenmore this year.  These girls have actively been working on the Year of Service Patch from Girl 
Scouts of Northeast Ohio.  This patch requires the scouts to complete one service project each month for 9 months straight.  The Girl Scout year starts in 
October, with each month being something diff erent.  They started by making over 300 peanut butter & jelly sandwiches for the Kenmore Free Store to feed 
those who are hungry, then donated items to the Goodwill fulfi lling Goodwill/Good Turn Day, they have volunteered at the Annual Kenmore Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner, collected gently used toys for a toy drive which they donated those toys to the Kenmore Free Store as well as spent the morning    
volunteering time at the Free Store.  They have volunteered at the Akron Canton Regional foodbank, donated 27 pounds of soda tabs to the Ronald McDonald 
House in Akron and participated in Operation Sweet Appreciation where Girl Scout Cookies are donated and sent to our Soldiers serving overseas.

This Kenmore troop has girls ranging from 6th grade to 11th grade attending a variety of schools in Akron including Garfi eld, I Promise, Miller South and STEM.  
In addition to all the work they have been completing for the community, they are also actively raising funds to go to Alaska in summer 2024.  You can follow us 
on facebook (Girl Scout Troop 90187), or check in on our website at www.girlscouttroop90187.com to see when and where our next FUNdraiser will be.
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